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The following account of Mr. William Howard, is 
extracted from some remarkable passages in his 
life, written by the late Rev. Joseph Milner, the 


Church Historian. 


M R. HOWARD in early life was intended by 
his parents for the ministry. But as he was ofa dis- 
solute turn of mind, he soon disappointed their ex- 
pectations; and, after spending some time at the 
university of Dublin, he grew more and more licen- 
tious and abandoned i in his conduct*. He was en- 
gaged after this, in various scenes of business and 
pleasure, till about May, 1772, having dissipated 
his all in London, in the worst of company, and be- 
ing supplied by a friend with a small sum of money, 
he determined to retire to some obscure corner of 
the Island. Providence directed him in his wander- 
ings to North Ferriby. Being delighted with the 
situation of the place, he lodged at a public house, 
and continued there about a year unknown to every 


* May I be permitted to remark here how extremely im- 
proper the conduct of many parents is, in destining their 
children to the church, without the least regard to any thing 
but lucrative or prudential motives. How can the candidate 
for Holy Orders say, that he trusts he is inwardly moved by 
the Holy Ghost, to take ufion him this office, whose motives 
are merely worldly, and who has never been conscious of any 


influence of the Spirit of God at all? 
+ See the ordination-service 9 the Church of England. 


Vor. IV—No. XI. 4 D 
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one He caused in the neighbourhood various spe- 
culations, but was generally supposed, as was real- 
ly the case, to be a person hiding himself from his 
creditors. His moral conduct, however, appeared 
not at all reformed; he frequented every fashionable 
vanity, as far as he was able. He was, indeed, ab- 
stemious in the use of liquors ; but this he has since 
owned was the effect of necessity on account of his 
health. In sensuality and uncleanness, he was so 
notorious, that few who had any regard for their 
characters could dare to associate with him. His 
conversation was particularly corrupt, and even 
shocking to some of those who were by no means 
remarkable for their purity of sentiment. During 
this time, indeed, he was pretty constant at church ; 
but received nosecrious impressions, till about the end 
of the winter he happened to ask his landlord, what 
advantage the minister received for his attendance at 
the church to preach on the week day oncea fortnight? 
Being assured that this was without any emolu- 
ment, he was struck in the following manner: ‘This 
‘cannot proceed from the man’s own fancy, nor 
‘ would the devil instigate him to such practices; it 
‘ must be the work of a good spirit. I have hither- 
‘to been used to despise him as crazy, but I will 
‘attend and endeavour to understand him, the next 
‘time.’ He did attend accordingly, but bis thoughts 
were diverted, and no effect ensued. The next Sab- 
bath, however, was the time, when it pleased God 
to send the arrows of conviction into his soul. The 
subject of the discourse was the last judgment. He 
heard for himself, and was so affected, that the 
scene appeared to be realized before him. In the 
distress which was now brougit upon him, he could 
not conceal from others his emotions, and that night 
he was unable to sleep through fear. For six weeks 
after this he laboured, prayed, read, meditated, and 
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Account of Mr. William Howard. 579 


was all alive for eternity. The country all around 
was astonished at the outward change, which had 
passed upon him. He gave up all his former gross 
practices, could no longer bear vain company*, and 
affected solitude and retirement. 

At the end of six weeks he made his case known 
to me in the presence of several others. The emo- 
tions of his soul on this occasion were past all de- 
scription. His words gave very strong ideas, but 
his looks and gestures much stronger. “His abhor- 
rence of himself for sin was very remarkable. He 
would have described the particular sins of which he 
had been guilty, but I thought it proper to prevent 
him ‘I never saw in any one more vehement long- 
ings for the grace of Almighty God, as he express- 
ed himself. He declared that neither the loss of mo- 
ney, nor of character, nor of any thing else, affected 
him in the least. He said he saw from+the Scrip- 
tures, that he who believeth in Jesus hath everlast- 
ing life: but then he thought he must repent first, 
and get his heart softened ; “that notwithstanding he 
had laboured for softness of heart, Ais was more flin- 
ty than any one’s; that he had been so vile, he tear- 
ed God would not hear him; that he had formerly, 
in a dangerous illness, made a strong resolution} to 
be good, but was so far from keeping it, that he had 
grown more hardened than before; that he had now 
reformed indeed from his gross practices, but was 
certain a change of heart was necessary; and till he 


* T remember one remarkable instance of this which he in- 
formed me of. Expecting one day. a number of his vicious 
acquaintance to meet him at the village, he retired from home, 
and spent the whole day abroad, on purpose to avoid them. 

+ I fear very many have no other plan fer obtaining good- 
ness, but this of resolving. The plan of delieving is sure to 
succeed, though with difficulty understood Matter of fact, 
however, shows the good success of the one, and the ill suc- 
cess of the other. 
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obtained that, all his outward reformation would 
signify nothing. To love God heartily was what he 
aimed at, but was at a loss how to obtain it. These 
and many other affecting things he uttered with many 
tears, and with a pathos beyond expression. I could 
not but remark in him, as in all who turn to ‘God, a 
very strong propensity to self-worthiness. I endow 
voured to fix his thoughts on the free love of God in 
Christ to sinners ; and it was with difficulty I could 
engage his attention to this, so much was he taken up 
with ‘thoughts concefning the acquisition of love to 
God, in order to procure his favour. It pleased 
God at length to give me the liberty of uttering, and 
him the spirit of attention te the latter end of 2 Cor. 
v. I represented to him the source of all his sinful 
practices in the corruption of his nature, and endea- 
voured to lay before him God in Christ, as beautifully 
described in that passage, and ina solemn manner, 
in the name of God, invited him to be reconciled to 
God, since it appeared to me that both God and _ he 
were desirous of being reconciled to each other; God 
from his own book, and he from his words and beha- 
viour. He left me for a little time to pause in read- 
ing the chapter twice over by himself. On his return 
how amazed were we to find the sudden alteration. 
He said he had now attained that particular softness* 


* This is a delicate point in practical religion, and far less 
understood even by many godly persons than it deserves. Itis 
evident Mr. Howard had already been regenerated, softened, 
humbled, or by whatever other term the new heart may be 
expressed: but as he was destitute of divine consolation, 
and as even the most holy do ever see more reason to be 
ashamed that they have attained so little, than to be pleased 
that they have attained so much, it was no wonder that he 
complained how hard his heart was. Indeed the very begin- 
ning of an “ heart of flesh,” and of the removal of the “ stony 
heart,” (te use Ezekiel’s expressions, ) will naturally evidence 
itself in such complaints. The man does love God, but how 
can he know that he docs? The sense of guilt, and the irri 
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of heart, and love to God, which he had wanted ; 
that it was the view of God in Christ, which had 
given it him. He was sure that the Holy Ghost had 
revealed the redeeming love of Christ to his soul ; 
that he was now happy every limb ; that he had been 
on a wrong scent, and never saw the way till now. 
The fear of wrath being now quite gone, he loved 
God more than he could express. -I must, says he, 
bea vile dog indeed, if I do not now love God. It 
seems as if God and I were perfectly reconciled. 
During this scene. the story of the woman in the 
seventh chapter of St. Luke, who had been forgiven 
much, being mentioned, he was in such a joyful rap- 
ture, as exceeds the power of language to describe. 
All the graces of the new man, by turns, showed 
themselves in his discourse and behaviour. I never 


tating condemnation of the law, Rom. vii. 5. will render him 
extremely susceptible of temptations to Diasphamiy, despair, 
and enmity against God, even while he condemns himself, 
hates all sin, and approves of the holy law of God. The new 
nature is fettered evidently, and cannot exert ina sensible 
manner its genuine powers, till the conscience be pacified, 
and the fear “of damnation removed. This is brought about 
purely by the gospel. Let him understand, that God freely 
forgives sin, and that he has only to wash in the blood of 
Christ, and be clean, to fear not, only to believe, and the 
more sensible removal of his hardness of heart will take place, 
together with the removal of his slavish fear. The imprison- 
ed new nature will expand herself in liberal effusions ef love; 
the man will be sensible both that God loves him, and that 
he loves God, and a degree of ingenuous humiliation belore 
unkown will be felt. Ezekiel xvi. 63. This was the happy 
consequence of Mr. Howard’s being enabled in simplicity to 
believe the gospel report. Holy liberty is attained only 
by the faith of the gospel. Itis doubtless then the duty 
of ministers to teach all penitent sinners to affrofriate the 
blessings of the gospel by faith, withous wig ig The want of 
this knowledge keeps many precious souls in bondage. The 
danger of Antinomianism, I acknowledge, is great on the 
other hand; but it is better withstood in the plain way of the 
second chapter of St. James, than by nice refincment. 
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had so strong an idea, from any human description, 

of a sweet filial fear of offending a reconciled Father, 
as from his conduct on this occasion. His know- 

ledge of divine things amazed me. Not a hint could 
be started, but he understood and improved the 
thought before one had time to explain it; and many 
of those observations, which are asually made by 
sound Divines on vital religion, he now uttered with 
astonishing clearness, and heart-felt power. 

All this was the more wonderful, as he could not 
be supposed to be much acquainted with religious 
books, and knew ve ry little of the Bible. 

He spent the evening of the same day in perusing 
the Epistle to the Romans. ‘The next morning, be- 
ing Sunday, he came to me, and told me how he had 
been filled all the night with joy. He expatiated 
with much clearness and strength on the doctrine of 
the Epistle, and told me how he had reflected in the 
night on the sovereign majesty of God, and in the 
view of it he saw the sin of self. righteousness in the 
most abominable light*. 

He had all along been full of joy, when on a sudden 
he was tempted to disbelieve the Scriptures, by an 
injection of an imagined contradiction in the differ- 
ent accounts of the two thieves who were crucified 
with our Lord. The divine wisdom, by which he 
was enabled to overcome this temptation, is remarka- 
ble. He telt himself perfectly helplesst. He saw 


* It will be proper to add here, that he told me about this 
time that he had been re flecting what could be the reason why 
God could not pardon sin without the suffe rings of his Son, 
and that it occurred to him that the /oliness of his nature re- 
quired satisfaction to be made to justice. How well do men 
comprehend the true meaning of the Divine Character when 
once taught of God ! 


t To lie, as clay in the Potter’s hand, in passive submission 
to the Divine will, and in quiet dependance on God, not in 
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that faith, and every good gift besides, is the gift of 
God. He went to bed in heaviness, but committed 
the matter to God in prayer, and endeavoured to 
take no notice of the suggestion. In the morning it 
was gone, and he recovered his wonted peace. 

For a year or two before his death, his infirmities 
increased apace. He felt the consequence of his 
former iniquities in a very excruciating degree. The 
gravel, the asthma, a general debility, and a com- 
plication of pains and disorders, rendered life ex 
tremely burthensome, and put to the severest trial 
all the graces he had attained. 

It was easy to see a sensible diminution of his 


joy. His great flow of animal spirit was exhausted. 


The evils and corruptions of human nature, which 
had lain dormant as it were, and unperceived amidst 
all the raptures of his communion with God, were 
now distinctly felt, and gave him such affliction, as he 
had not expected ever again to experience. There 
were times also, when he complained of the cold- 
ness and languor of his affections. The debilitated 
state of his body was much concerned in this. Those 
things which may be called accidental in religion, 
were affected by it; what is essential and purely di- 
vine, could not: for his faith in the divine promises 
remained unshaken ; it even grew stronger and 
stronger amidst his trials. It had less to do with 


sloth, but in resignation, is the true posture of a Christian. 
By this way God visits his people at first, and in this way he 
relieves them in all future temptations, and for want of this 
our trials are often continued much longer than otherwise 
they would be. I remember he told me ofa scene not unlike 
this which is now relating. When he first began to read the 
Olid Testament, he expected a feast of much consolation, in- 
stead of which he found dark, blasphemous, and gloomy 
thoughts infest his mind. He recollected he had not first 
prayed to God for the light of his Spirit. He asked forgive 
ness, profited by the rebuke, and afterwards read the Old 
Testament with henefit and pleasure. 
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sense, and was more simply fixed on the word of 
God. His humility received also a very great in- 
crease. He evidently grew less and less in his own 
eyes, was more and more simple, teachable, and 
child-like. I put into his hands a little book, Dr. 
Sibb’s Meditations, which appeared to me very suita- 
ble to his situation. After reading it, he owned there 
was a time when he should not have relished at all 
the views and consolations which that author sug- 
gests; but now he was very glad and thankful to 
pick up any crumbs of comfort where he could ob- 
tain them. Those who are acquainted with Dr. 
Sibbs, and know his talent of administering consola- 
tion to dejected contrite spirits, will easily conceive 
how great an alteration had taken place in Mr. How- 
ard’s mind. Self, indeed, lost ground in him conti- 
nually; his affections were increasingly fixed on God. 
He dwelt now in his mind on the throne of grace, 
the merciful and faithful High Priest, and the ex- 
ceeding great and precious promises of the gospel, 
with more simplicity and steadiness than ever, and I 
am persuaded had a deeper and more hearty renun- 
ciation of his own righteousness, and every way 
lower views of himself, ‘than he h ad ever been posses- 
sed of. 

Those who know the Lord’s method of advancing 
his people in the divine life, will conceive the pro- 
priety and mercy even of those severe dispensations 
which were made instrumental to this end, and can- 
not fail to derive some instruction to themselves from 
the case here exhibited. In fact, even many true 
Christians form very wrong ideas of growing in grace. 
They are apt to suppose, though their judgment may 
faintly contradict it, that it must be by an increase 
of those very sensible comforts which they at first 
experience, and which are but too commonly abused 
hy many, to the purpose of spiritual pride. It 1s 
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then by withdrawing these comforts, and by some 
well-adapted trials, conflicts, and afflictions, that 
the soul of the believer is carried on to higher de- 
grees of real holiness. His feelings may tell him the 


‘contrary. But a little experience ‘convinces him, 


that in this fire he loses only his dross, and that all 
that is genuine and solid is improved and brighten- 
ed more and more, that so he may be “a vessel 
more fit for the Master’s use, and an entrance may 
be administered more abundantly into the everlast- 
ing kingdom of his God and Saviour.” In few cases 
has this been more exemplified than in that of Mr. 
Howard. He evidently lost those remains of self- 
conceit and self-sufficiency, which had somewhat 
stained his brightest graces. His faith was more 
pure and simple; his love: was more solid and ge- 
nuine ; his patience and meekness were truly admi- 
rable, the more so, when one considers the natural 


impetuosity of his spirit: and he waited for his dis- 


solution with the calmest expectation of his eternal 
rest. His views of divine truth were now more 
piercing, evangelical, and deep. [very false and 
frail support of comfort was gone. Health, spirits, 
estate, and whatever, abstracted from God, may 
be supposed to exhilarate the human mind, were 
lost. He was particularly afflicted with the want of 
sleep. His pains and distresses were complicate, 
yet God was with him, and preserved him ina 
placid state of resignation. Low and miserable as 
he felt every way in himself, he was yet filled with 
the fulness of God; and the reality and strength of 
that grace, which had never forsaken him since his 
conversion, appeared now with superior evidence. 
What remains concerning the manner of his death, 
shall be dispatched in few ‘words. For the extreme 
languor into which he fell, deprived him of an op- 


portunity of showing that which, in disorders that 
Vou. 1V.—No. XI. 4 1 
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admit of more vigorous intervals, he doubtless would 
have done. Findine himself rapidly declining, he 
wrote to his daughter, then in [reland, a letter which 
he desired might not be transmitted to her till after 
his decease, in which he expresses, among other 
things, the strongest confidence of his expectation 
of being soon called to his Father’s house. Very 
soon after, he was seized with slumberings, and 
continued increasingly in this state till his death, 
Yet he gave very strong proofs where his heart was 
amidst all this debility. <A friend of mine asking 
him if he had any thing to say to me, he uttered a 
very pathetie wish for spiritual blessings to be show- 
ered on my soul. He was observed, amidst his 
slumberings, at times, to sing bymns, and a very 
little before his death, expressed his gratetul won- 
der, that God should ever take notice of such a re- 
bel as he was. The last time I saw him, after 
waiting some time in the room, while he remained 
insensible, he suddenly opened his eyes, and looked 
seemingly with some peculiar meaning at me. I told 
him he would soon go to Jesus; to which I heard 
him distinctly answer, ‘“‘ [ hope i shall.” 

And a little after, he was called to his eternal 
rest. 
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Expository Remarks on Col. ii. 2—7. 


P AUL. as the Apostle of the Gentiles, was afflicted 
in all their afflictions, and rejoiced in their prospe- 
rity. His concern for their welfare was that of a 
benevolent mind. It was noble, great, ardent. He 
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laboured, striving for their best, their spiritual, their 
eternal interests. His object was, as we find in the 
28th verse of the preceding chapter, to present every 
man perfect in Christ Jesus on the final day of ac- 
count. In this great object are included subordi- 
nate objects, closely connected with, and leading to 
the attainment of the grand object. These, accord- 
ing to the apostle’s detail of tiem in the verse with 
which these remarks commence, are the following : 
First. “* That their hearts might be comforted.” 
Whenever we speak of comforting a person or 
persons, the very expression implies that they are 
in tribulation and distress. Such is the. portion of 
every man, in a greater or less degree, by reason of 
sin. Having torfeited the favour of God, we have 
all become obnoxious to his justice, and must suffer 
for our crimes. Every man is born to trouble as the 
sparks fly upward; and meets with it in every di- 
rection, as he passes through life unto death. In 
his body he has thickly sown the seeds of sickness, 
which sooner or later bring torth their poisonous 
fruit. He is hourly exposed to sad and awful cala- 
mities from different, and many of them unexpected, 
quarters. In his bosom he carries about with him 
a mind but little at ease, a conscience frequently up- 
braiding him, a thirst for happiness never satisfied, 
an expectation of future judgment, marring his en- 
joyments. He is surrounded by subtle and power- 
ful enemies, who increase, as they have opportu- 
nity, the force of his passions ; lessen his happiness 
in this world ; and darken his prospects for eternity. 
From these trials the grace of Jesus Christ does 
Not exempt any of his people. They suffer not, 
however, as enemies under the curse, but are chas- 
tised as children whom God loves. Oft times they 
are sorely distressed by afflictions, so that their souls 
within them are east down. What increased these 
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trials of the Colossian believers, were the endea- 
vours of false teachers among them to seduce them 
from their integrity as Christians. These started 
doubts, to unhinge their faith and ruin their hopes ; 
thus adding to the miseries of life, and leaving them 
a prey to uncertainty about their eternal state. In 
opposition to these enemies of Christ and his peo- 
ple, the apostle had a great conflict, that the Co- 
lossians might be comforted ; i. e. that they might be 
supported in their* minds under all the evils which 
they encountered. 

Whatever removes or mitivates distress and de- 
jection, and dispels or alleviates the calamities we 
feel or fear, may be called a comfort. In this view 
the Gospel is eminently a system of comfort, ac- 
cording to the prophetic annunciation of it by Isaiah. 
“ Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your 
God: speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem ; say that 
her warfare 1s accomplished, that her iniquity is for- 
given, and that she hath received of the Lord’s hand 
double for all her sins.” Consistent with this, in the 
Gospel Jehovah is called the God of all comfort, and 
Jesus the consolation or comfort of Israel—of all his 
people who believe in him. The comfort of the Gos- 
pel which flows from God through Christ to believers, 
is that which Paul here contempiates. It is a com- 
fort, not temporal, but spiritual, which supports the 
mind even when the body is pained, and the exter- 
nal state miserable. It springs from the fountain 
opened in Zion for sin and uncleanness, and is nou- 
rished by times of refreshing from the presence of 
God. It is the companion of faith and hope, being 
enjoyed by none, save they wha have fled to Christ 
as all their salvation, and all their desire. The Holy 
Ghost works it in them through the Gospel, and 
strengthens it from time to time against all the as- 
saults of doubt and unbelief. Without it, all be- 
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lievers under the pressure of tribulation and distress, 
would sink into despondence, unable to perform 
their duty, or hold out unto the end. Hence the 
apostle ‘ laboured, striving’ that the hearts of those 
believers whom he addressed might be comforted, 
in order to present them ultimately perfect in Christ 
Jesus. As one great mean of promoting this com- 
fort, the exercise of Christian affection was neces- 
sary. ‘This is the 

Second object which the apostle mentions in his 
detail. “‘ Being knit together in love.” 

The manner of expression denotes a solid union 
between believers, such as exists between members 
of the same body, or stones of the same building. 
Thus they ought to be compacted together ; animat- 
ed by one spirit ; constituting one whole; aiming at 
one object ; mutually assisting, bearing, forbearing, 
and supporting each other. Disunion in a family, 
in a state, or among any who are related together, 
is unnatural, and injurious in its effects. Especially 
is this the case in the Church of Jesus Christ. Dif- 
ference of opinion will necessarily exist, as all can- 
not think alike; but disunion may and must be 
avoided, as a breach of the laws of God. It al- 
ways brings in its train schism, violent passions, 
and intemperate actions. Of this, the history of 
the Scots Church, waiving any other instance, af- 
fords us too many examples. Brethren holding to 
the same doctrines, and ranged under the same 
standard of government, separated, broke their 
union, and mutually excommunicated each other. 
Where such disunion prevails, it is to be feared love 
is wanting. This is the bond of union between 
Christians, cementing them closely together ; mak- 
ing of them one body, regular in its symmetry of 
parts, and substantial, unshaken in its base. Be- 
lievers are knit together, not in craft, in dissimula- 
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tion, in baseness, in wickedness, as sinners are; but 
in (ove : not that love which is natural to us as humar 
beings, but that which grace produces. They love 
each other, not as the men of the world do, be- 
cause they can promote each other's temporal great- 
ness ; but because they bear the image, the stamp, 
the impression of God. They love not in word and 
tongue as sinners do when it suits their purposes, 
but in deed and in truth. 

The expression -of this love in the outward con- 
duct constitutes an essential feature of the visibility 
of a Church. She may have an Apostolic Minis- 
try as it respects ordination ; an orthodox confession 
as it respects doctrine ; a strict administration as it 
respects descipline, and yet want love. But by this 
hath the Saviour said, shall all men know that ye are 
my disciples, if ye have love one to another. When 
therefore we hear denominations of Christians cry- 
ing, the temple ot the Lord is here or there, by ask- 
ing, where is your love ? we may ascertain with cor- 
rectness the weight of their pretensions. A union of 
love, as it is thus essential to the visibility of the 
Church, so it is also requisite for believers, that 
they may be comforted and presented perfect i in 
Christ Jesus. Disunion, arising from a want of 
love, mars Christian comfort, and disqualifies for 
growth in grace and good works. Such disunion 
the talse teachers in Colosse were striving to produce, 
and against it the Apostle exerted himself, striving 
that believers there might be compacted in love. 
For this purpose, that this might be the case, he 
adds in the 

Third place—‘And unto all riches of the full as- 
surance of understanding to the acknowledgment of 
the mystery of God, and of the Father, and of Christ.’ 

He here contemplates their establishment in the 
saving knowledge ot the mystery of God, and of the 
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Father, and of Christ, i.e. of the Gospel. His 
multiplication of words discovers his deep sense of 
the importance of such establishment. Indeed, 
without it there can be no love or comfort, such as 
have been described. The Apostle not merely 
speaks of understanding, but of the full assurance 
of understanding of the Gospel; 1 € such a convic- 
tion of, and confidence in, its divinity, as banishes 
doubt and hesitation: nay, more of all riches of this 
full assurance of understanding: i. e. such a convic- 
tion and confidence, as produce the most complete 
and unalloyed satisfaction and delight in the 
mind. Such a conviction of, and confidence in, 
the Gospel, is attainable by believers. The 
truth, as it is in Jesus, is not enveloped in the 
clouds of abstract, metaphysical speculations. It 
is level to the plainest capacities, and capable of 
the most triumphant defence against all at- 
tacks. ‘The knowledge of this truth which be- 
lievers possess, is practical ; transforming the heart, 
and renewing the whole man. It is ‘an understand- 
ing,’ a conviction, a confidence, ‘to the acknowledg- 
ment,’ to the public avowal of belief in it, accom- 
panied with obedience to its precepts ; even an un- 
derstanding and acknowledgment of the mystery of 
God, even the Father, and of Christ. This mystery, 
which we find in the 27th verse of the Ist chapter, 
to be Christ in believers, the hope of glory, consti- 
tutes the essence, connecting-bond, all and in all 
of the Gospel. 

The fundamental doctrine, that Christ is the 
propitiation for sin as God manifest in the flesh, 
is called a mystery in the Gospel ; and surely we 
cannot err if we receive it as such from the mouth 
ot the Holy Ghost. Establishment and growth 2 
the knowledge of this mystery, is one of ‘the mos? im- 
portant and necessar y duties of believers, without 
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which their faith will be weak ; their love. languid ; 
their hope unstable, and their fruitfulness a mere 
trifle. In this mystery, God manifest in the flesh 
are hid, (v. 3.) all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge ; of course, as there was no deficiency of 
treasures in the object, there ought. to be no wil- 
ful deficiency in ‘the riches’ of a saving knowledge 
of that object, in believers. 

Christ, in his mediatorial capacity, is the foun- 
tain from whence.flows all the wisdom and know- 
ledge of his people. Whatever correct conception 
of the mysteries of faith, or enlightened prudence to 
discriminate them from human additions, or practical 
acknowledgments of their value, they display, they 
derive from their head. His ability in granting these 


‘is ample, his stores are infinite. In him there is not 


merely a treasure, but ‘treasures’ hid, i. e. laid up, 
preserved with caution, and without any risk of loss. 
They are concealed trom some, because they are blind- 
ed soas nottodiscern the character and glory of Christ. 
His people who know him, are united with him by 
faith, and hold intimate communion with him, they 
alone are acquainted with these treasures, and strive 
with eagerness and perseverance to draw from them, 
and grace for grace. ‘The men of the world are wise 
in their generation, but believers, and none else, pos- 
sess that wisdom which is unto eternal life. They 
know its value ; draw it from its true source, and in- 
crease it by the appointed means. Christ crucified 
is their all, and in all, for time and eternity. As such 
he is represented in Scripture. The Prophets and 
Apostles labour in their description of him, evi- 
dently as if unable to do justice to his inconceivable, 
his infinite dignity and excellence. The reason why 
they do so, is not merely to do justice to his charac- 
ter, but to save his people from mistake concerning 
him. Thus the Apostle expresses himself, in v. 4. 
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Expository Remarks, on Col. ii. 2—7. 593 


‘And this I say least any man should beguile you 
with enticing words.’ He does not merely mean 
style, but plausible discourse calculated to persuade, 
though it has no foundation in truth; false reasoning 
with a view to establish wrong conclusions. This 
discourse, this reasoning, was clothed in the most 
pleasing style, so as to tickle the ear and mislead the 
judgment. 

Such were the arts of the false teachers in Co- 
losse, and such have ever been the arts of all deceiv- 
ers. Their reasoning is fallacious ; their manner im- 
posing ; their language enticing. The wisdom of past 
ages they reject; the received principles of right 
and wrong they despise. They invent new theories ; 
frame new codes of morals and religion. The pe- 
culiarities of the Gospel they fritter away by unfair 
criticism, and scornfully deny its plenary inspiration, 
that they may mete its. contents by their standard. 
Against the mystery of godliness, God manifest in 
the flesh, they have especially in all ages raised their 
voice and exerted their strength. Against it they 
have used plausible discourse, and false reasonin 
and enticing words. By these means they have be- 
guiled many ; for the view which they give of the doc- 
trines of the Gospel is so congenial to our corrupted 
nature, that it meets an advocate in every heart unre- 
newed by the Holy Spirit. To guard against their 
arts, and to resist with success their reasenings on 
this subject, the Apostle wished the Colessian believ- 
ers to be assured of the truth of this mystery, inas- 
much as it is a fundamental article of Christian faith : 
for if Christ has not died for our sins, we are yet un- 
der the wrath and curse of God. May we be deep- 
ly impressed with the importance of this mystery of 
godliness; may we feel its influence on our hearts, 
and rejoice in its consolations. 

(To be Continued.) 

Vor. IV.—No. XT. 4 —f 
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[The following account of the revival at Shots, in 
Scotland, A. D. 1630, has been substantially, 
perhaps verbatim, published before now. We 
publish it, not only because it is interesting, 
but because it was found among the papers of the 
late venerable Dr. Rodgers. For the same rea- 
son we publish the accompanying letter of Mr. 
John Livingston. | 


+ ee 


The revival at Shots, in Scotland, A. D. 1630. 


cf MUST mention that solemn communion at the 
kirk of Shots, June 20th, 1630; at which time * 
there was so convincing an appearance of God, and 
down-pouring of the Spirit, even in an extraordi- 
nary way, that did follow that ordinance ; especial- 
ly that sermon on the Monday, June 2], with a 
strange, unusual motion on the hearers, who in a 
great multitude were there convened, of divers 
ranks, that it was known, which I can speak on sure 
grounds, near 500 had at that time a discernible 
change wrought on them, of whom most proved 
lively Christians afterwards. And truly this was the 
more remarkable, that one, after much reluctance, 
by a special and unexpected providence, was called 
to preach that sermon-—and that the night before, 
by most of the Christians there, was spent in pray- 
er, so that the Monday’s work might be discerned 
as a convincing return of prayer.” 


* Mr. Livingston was at this time 27 years of age 
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Another hand says, ‘“‘ There was a vast conflu- 
ence of choice Christians, with several eminent mi- 
nisters, from almost all corners of the land. While 
their hearts were warmed with the love of God, some 
expressing their desire of a sermon, on the Monday, 
were joined by | others, and in a little time the de- 
sire became very general. Mr. John Livingston, 
chaplain to the countess of Wigtoun, -(at that time 
only a preacher, not an ordained minister,) was, 
with very much ado, prevailed on to think of giving 
the sermon. He: had spent the night before in 
prayer and conference ; but when he was alone in 
the fields, about eight or nine in the morning, there 
came such a misyiving of heart upon him, under a 
sense of unworthiness and unfitness to speak before 
so many aged and worthy ministers, and so many emi- 
nent and experienced Christians, that he wished to 
have stolen quite away; and was actually gone at 
some distance: but when just about to lose sfght of 
the kirk of Shots, these words, ‘‘ Was I ever a barren 
wilderness, or a land of darkness?” were brought 
into his heart with such an overcoming power, as 
constrained him to think it his duty to return and 
comply with the call to preach; which he accord- 
ingly did, with good assistance, for about an hour 
and a half, on the points he had meditated, on Ezek. 
Xxxvl. 25; 26. 

“ As he was about to close, a hecvy shower 
coming suddenly on, which made the people hastily 
take to their cloaks and mantles, says he, ‘“ If a 
few drops of rain from the clouds so discompose 
you, how discomposed will you be, how full of hor- 
ror and despair, if God should deal with you as 
you deserve: and thus he will deal with all the fi- 
nally impenitent. God may now justly rain fire 
and brimstone upon you, as upon Sodom and Go- 
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morrah, and the other cities of the plain. The Son 
of God, by tabernacling in our nature, and obey- 
ing and suffering In it, is the only refuge and covert 
from the storm of divine wrath due to us for sin. 
His merits and mediation are the only screen from 
that storm, and none but penitent believers shall 
have the benefit of that shelter.” In these and 
such like words, and many others, he was led on 
about an hour’s time after he had done with what 
he had premeditated, in a strain of exhortation and 
warning, with great enlargement and melting of 
heart. And God was graciously pleased to crown 
his labour with abundant success,” 


ne dime. 


Extracts of a Letter he wrote to his parishioners 
of Ancrum, in Scotland, from Rotterdam, Oc- 
tober 7th, 1671. 


““ NOTWITHSTANDING of all the sad things that 
have fallen out of late, 1 would put you in mind of 
the many good days we have seen together, both of 
Sabbath days, and solemn communion days, where- 
in we saw the Lord’s power and his grace in his 
sanctuary ; that, in remembrance thereof, we may 
exalt his name together. For my part, I have chal- 
lenges, beside many others, that, in my ministry, I 
did not so stir up or improve the gift, that the Lord 
had given me, nor so carry myself like a spiritual, 
grave, diligent, and faithful servant of Christ, as I 
ought to have done: that, in my. ministry among 
you, I was not more frequent in visiting families. 
and dealing with persons in particular, to bring 
them to, and keep them in, the ways of God. As 
for you, J may reckon you all in three ranks: the 
first rank, and I fear the far greater number, ts of 
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those, who, although in general, professors of Chris- 
tianity, yet, so far as could be observed, never laid 
religion to heart; and some of these, for gross ig- 
norance and looseness, were always debarred from 
the Lord’s supper: others, although having some 
knowledge and civil walk, yet, upon good grounds 
were always suspected to be void of the love and 
fear of God ; continuing in their natural, unrenew- 
ed condition: neglecting the worship ot God i in their 
families, and alone; and showing, by all their car- 
riage, that their thoughts and desires were never 
beyond the world: these, no doubt, are glad of the 
change now come, that they may cast off Christ’s 
yoke, and be free of the word and discipline which 
terrified and tormented them; and may now both 
swear terrible oaths, and drink drunk, which by 
some will be expounded as an evidence of their 
loyalty ; they may now, after the example of many 
great ones, in the lust of uncleanness, mind nothin 

but how, justly or unjustly, to get the world, and 
then, how to spend it on their lusts, and hate, and 
to the utmost of their power, persecute, all who 
will not run with them to the same excess of riot. 
Now, as I have often in public, with as great ear- 
nestness and tenderness as I could, warned these to 
flee from the wrath to come, so I would yet desire 
them to stand still a little before they go to the pit, 
and hear from a truly Joving friend a few words, 
which I am confident, in the day of the great reck- 
oning, shall be found a message from the living 
God. 

‘‘ Do you believe there is aGod, or heaven, or hell? 
or can you, with all your will and strength, scrape the 
thoughts of these out of your sleeping consciences? 
or do ye, in such sort, hate God, that, because ye 
are his creatures, ye will so far be avenged, as to 
sell yourselves tq his enemy, the devil, for naught, 
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to be tormented to all eternity? I am most sure, none 
of you all can be sure, that you are reprobates ; 
and I can give you assurance, greater than the sta- 
bility of heaven and earth, even the sworn word of 
him that liveth and reigneth for ever, that if you 
will forsake your wicked way, and yet betake your- 
selves to the only Saviour of lost sinners, ye are no 
reprobates. O! what advantage have ye, when ye 
have gained all the world, and all the pleasures, all 
the riches, and all the favour of it, and have lost 
your own immortal and precious souls? Is it utter- 
ly impossible, but that some times your own heart 
tells you, there will be bitterness in the end? Doth 
not whoredom and drunkenness waste the body, 
take away the judgment, and leave a sting in the 
consciencer Can any avoid the curse that goods 
gotten by falsehood or oppression, bring upon the 
man, and all he hath, yea, on his posterity? Is it 
not sad that Satan can prompt men to swear, curse, 
and blaspheme, and utter that which he dare not 
utter himself? And, although ye were free of all 
out-breakings, doth not an unrenéwed estate, the 
neglect of ‘commanded duties, | sabbath- breaking, 
and such evils, bind you over to the wrath of 
Him, who is coming in flaming fire, to take ven- 
geance on them who know not ‘God, and obey not 
the Gos spel? Ye may possibly think you are so far 
gone on, that there is no retreat, and the ways of 
the Lord are such as your disposition can never 
asree with; but how can your disposition agree to 
burn and consume, and never and never consume, 
in everlasting flames, where each of all your sins 
shall have their own particular torment? How can 
ye agree to dwell with infernal furies? Or, will 
add to vour other wickedness, despair, and déspis- 
ing of f all the Lord's loving, loud, and long-con- 
tinued invitations; What shall you answer, if, bere- 
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after, the Lord shall say to some of you—TI would 
have given thee both grace and glory, if thou hadst 
but sought it; thou wouldst not give one, two, or 
three knocks at my door; thou wouldst not open, 
when I knocked oft and long at your-door. By so 
doing, thou hast subscribed thine own condemnation. 

‘QO, let me obtain this much of all and every one 
of you, for all the pains I have taken among you in 
preaching—for all my nine years banishment from 
you—for all the prayers [ have put up for you— 
for all the love, which He that knoweth all things, 
knoweth I bear to you—yea, let your own souls, and 
the love ye have to your own welfare here and here- 
after, obtain it—or rather, let Him who for sinners 
shed all his most precious blood at Jerusalem, 
obtain this of you; that you will take one day each 
of you, alone, from morn to evening, forbearing 
both meat and drink, and go apart either into some 
quiet room in an house, or unto some part of the 
fields where you may be most quiet, and, having 
marked your bible in such places as are fit to be 
read at sucha time, as also having somewhat search- 
ed your way toward God, and his ways toward you, 
there set yourselves in his sight, spending the time 
in confession of sins and prayer for pardon, and 
grace to serve him, and save your own souls: and 
if, (which is not readily to be supposed,) ye get no 
access on such a day, yet continue thereafter in 
such exercise and duties; for deliverance from hell, 
enjoying of heaven, and the favour of God, are 
worth more pains than you can take ail vour life. 

‘“‘ Now, if this so easy and necessary advice shall 
be rejec ted, without prescribing time and place, or 
measure, or manner; but if the main: intent of 
taking some time to humble yourselves before 
God, “and turning unto him, be rejected, I take 
for witnesses, sun, and moon, and all creatures 
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that I have left this warning as an indorsed sum- 
mons, fixed on the door of your consciences, to 
be called and judged before Him who is ready 
to judge the quick and the dead, at his appearin 
and in his glory ; when, beside the witnessing of all 
your sins, of your own consciences, and of all the 
creatures, I also, as your lawful minister, sent to 
procure your reconciliation with God, shall appear 
to witness that ye got fair warning, but did reject 
the same, and would needs choose death. ‘There- 
fore, while it is called to-day, take a trial of Christ's 
yoke ; do but put bim to it, and see whether or not 
he will open the windows of heaven, and rain 
blessings and righteousness upon you. Ceme and 
see, and taste the goodness of the Lord: ye shall 
be made to say, he is a rich and loving master. 
Once engage your hearts to him, and ye may defy 
Satan, and all the allurements and terrors of the 
world, to draw you from him. Glad would my 
heart be to hear, before I go to the grave, that 
some of you have began a new course; and if ye 
begin indeed, ye will not get it suppressed ; it will 
be heard. I shall, as I can, pray for it, and de- 
sire others here to pray for it. It is not needful to 
multiply words; I leave it with you, as ye shall 
answer to Jesus Christ, when he shall come in the 
clouds, &c.” 

The’ author of the above, the Rev. Mr. John 
Livingston, died in 1672. 
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SELECT SENTENCE. 

The law, not performed, drives us to Christ for 

remission: and Christ received, brings us back 

again to the law, with all possible advantage for 

performance: for he came not to destroy the law, 
but to fulfil it. Adam, 
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On Indifference in Religion. 


[The following remarks are extracted from Dr. 
William L. Brown's Sermons ; Sermon LV. from 
page 85 to 98. As Dr. Brown is no fanatic, we 
hope. that. some of our readers who pride them- 
selves on their moderation, (as they call and think 
it, ) in religion, will pay that attention to this ar- 
ticle, which its importance deserves. 


On Indifference in Religion. 


Iw investigating the appropriate qualities of ob- 
jects, it is of great importance to discriminate them 
from others to which they bear some resemblance, 
In the present case, this is the more to be attended 
to, that there are both virtues and vices with which 
religious indifference is, from affinity, apt to be con- 
founded, according to the light in which it is viewed. 

We must, in the first place, distinguish it from 
moderation, whose disguise it often assumes, and im- 
poses thereby, not only on beholders, but on the 
person himself who is under its influence. A/odera- 
tion is that quality and habit of soul which maintains 
due order, proportion, and strength, among all our 
active principles and powers, restraining them from 
excess, directing them to their proper objects, and 
assigning, to each of these, its real value, and the 
just degree of desire and exertion with which it 
ought to be pursued. Moderation, therefore, induces 
us to be indifferent, with regard to indifferent mat- 
ters; but requires zeal in relation to those of solid 
and extensive import. On this very ground the 
scorner, who ridicules sacred things, and the wick- 
ed and ungodly, are, in scripture, represented as sy- 
nonymous. Lukewarmness destroys the essential 


differences of objects, reduces importance to insig- . 
Vor. IV—No. XI, 4G 
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nificance, magnitude to smallness, dignity to abjee- 
tion ; excludes both aversion and attachment, and 
neither rouses to Opposition, nor animates to de- 
fence. Moderation, justly discriminating between 
one article of faith, one mode of worship, one duty, 
and another; not only permits, but powerfully 
prompts, the affections to operate with that lively vi- 
gour which their proper objects are calculated to 
excite. Indi ifference, considering all religious con- 
cerns as deserving less attention than a due sense of 
their value will necessarily produce, diffuses a tor- 
pid languor over the heart, and kills every seed and 
spring of devotion. /oderation is chiefly discover- 
ed in candidly interpreting motives of conduct, where 
appearances are unfavourable, and in mercifully 
forgiving faults, without either loosening the force 
of obligation, or countenancing laxity of principle. 
Indifference is little concerned about principles or 
duties, speaks coldly of both in the abstract, and is 
neither anxious for the maintenance, nor affected by 
the subversion of the former; neither indignant at 
the violation, nor pleased with the observance of the 
latter. The moderate Christian entertains some re- 
spect for well-meaning, though misinformed piety, 
because the disposition itself is amiable, in what- 
ever form it appear. The /ukewarm, having little 
or no regard for piety at all, is ready to treat it with 
severity or derision, whenever it is erroneously di- 
rected. If. it be tinctured with enthusiasm, he re- 
presents it as inflammatory violence. If it lean to su- 
perstition, he regards it as deliberate hypocrisy. 
This severe or contemptuous treatment of erring 
piety, is one principal feature of indifference, as dis- 
tinguished from moderation. 
In fact, as far as relates to the essence and vital 
spirit of religion, he term moderation is utterly in- 
applicable. What is religion, properly understood : 
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What is genuine piety’ Is it not that principle which 
should reign superior to every other, and govern all 
our thoughts, our affections, and actions? To say 
that this should be moderate, is to say, that it should 
be under the control of some higher power, that it 
should be destitute of energy and comprehension ; 

is to say, that we should be moderately pious, mode- 
rately benevolent, moderately temperate; is to re- 
duce each of these branches of virtue below its pro- 
per tone. Our Saviour has commanded us fo love 
the Lord our God with all our heart, and all our 
soul, and all our mind, and all our strength, and our 
neighbour as oursetves*. The Apostle declares, 

that pure religion and undefiled before God, and the 
Father, is this, to visit the fatherless and the widows 

in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from 
the world}. ‘To such dispositions, to such virtues, 

can any. limitations be fixed? All the more elevated 
affections, all the virtuous habits of the soul admit 
and require continual progress, which, begun on 
earth, shall be perfected in heaven. Zhe path of 
the just is as the shining light, which shineth more 
and more unto the perfect. day}. Religion is, in 
fine, that power, that energy, that spirit, which must 
over-rule and moderate every other principle, but 
can never be restrained itself, because, comprehend- 
ing and pursuing all that is virtuous and excellent, 
it may be defective, but never can run toexcess. It 
disdains contraction. It is weakened by confine- 
ment. It degenerates if it does not extend. In the 
strong and beautiful language of prophesy, it con- 
stantly renews its strength ; it mounts up with wings 
of eagles ; it runs, and is not @ veary ; tt Ww calketh, 

and is not faint ||. Moderation, therefore, in rel- 
gious matters, can signify only that the first and high- 


* Matth. xii, 30. + Jamesi27. + Proy. iv. 18, f!Is x]. 51 
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est place being allotted to pure and enlightened 
piety, articles of faith, modes of worship, and rules 
of practice, which belong not to its essence, are 
not invested with the importance of fundamental 
points, and that even essential religion itself’ is not 
maintained and defended by means inconsistent with - 
its nature and its end, by intolerant zeal, and per- 
secuting violence. If this be the true charatter of 
religious moderation, how absurdly is indifference 
confounded with it, or exhibited in its guise! 

The lukewarm and indifferent, must also be dis- 
tinguished both from those who are betrayed into 
the neglect or violation of duty, by the sudden force 
of temptation, and from such as have acquired inve- 
terate habits of depravity. Persons of the first class 
will, in all probability, return to the right path, as 
soon as the delusion by which they are seduced is 
dissipated, and their consciences may be rendered 


so tender and vigilant by repentance, that they may 


in future be less exposed to the same temptation. 
In this class even the best of men must be compre- 
hended. No human character is perfect; no terres- 
trial virtue impeccable. Persons of the second class 
may be struck with the wrath of God, revealed 
against all unrighteousness, and ungodliness of men*. 
As they have no pretext or palliation for their de- 


pravity, the first dawnings of light may unfold to 
them their state, and awakened conscience ma 


point her shaft at their trembling breasts. - They 
may thus be roused to a sense of danger, and fly to 


‘the refuge set ‘before the chief of sinners, in the 


gospel. 
But the /ukewarm Christian, failing in duty from 
principle, and thinking it good for him to dwell in 


the tent which he hath erected, is secure against re- 


* Rom. i, 18. 
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morse, and the apprehension of divine vengeance. 
What he performs in religion, however small or life- 
less, he considers as sufficient for his purpose, and 
concludes every thing beyond it to be lost labour. 
He contradicts no received opinion, He is guilty of 
no scandalous sin.~ He abandons no public ordi- 
nances. Nothing can be laid to his charge. He is, 
in his own eyes, blameless before men, and justified 
m the sight of God. 

There is also an essential difference between /uke- 
warmness. and infidelity, to which, in ascertaining the 
precise aature of the former, it is ot consequence to 
attend. The infidel asserts, that Christianity is an 
imposture, the offspring of fanaticism or superstition, 
or a fable cunningly devised* by priests and politi- 
cians, to blind and overawe mankind. It cannot, 
therefore, be expected, that he should cultivate its 
spirit, or even observe its external institutions. The 
lukewarm Christian, on the other hand, entertains. no 
doubt of the truth of the gospel, and may even display, 
with much acuteness and ingenuity, the external evi- 
dence by which it is supported. But, he wants that 
lively faith, which sees it to be the power of God, 
and the wisdom of God}, for the salvation of man- 
kind ; a plan in which all the divine attributes are 
unfolded, in the most glorious and adorable manner. 
He wants that faith, which brightens the prospect of 
futurity, raises the soul above the world, and trans- 
ports it into heaven! He never calls in question his 
obligation to conform to the precepts of Christ as 
sanctioned by divine authority, and as delivered by 
the Saviour, and the judge of the human race. But, 
he has no operative teeling of this obligation, no 
just perception of the transcendent excellence of evan- 
gelical morality, no taste or relish of the beauty, 


*2Peteri 16. +1 Cor. i. 24. 
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dignity, and lustre with which it is invested, and, 

consequently, no lively sense of its commanding i in- 
fluence ever the heart, no cogent motive, no con- 
straining impulse to live as the disciple, the follow- 
er, and the redeemed ot the Lord. 

I am far from asserting, that the faith of all, who 
are warmly attached to Christianity, is such as I have 
just described. We often find, that the greatest 
zealets are the most ignorant of its nature, and most 
negligent of its dictates. But, when those exalted 
views of religion break upon the soul, and it appears 
in all its celestial beauty, it must, of necessity, ex- 
cite a certain fervour of affection, and enliven and 
invigorate every act and exercise of the mind, per- 
formed under its influence. 

But, as these views of Christianity are wanting to 
the indi ifferent, the effects of this disposition upon 
conduct are very similar to those produced by infi- 
delity. ‘This circumstance may often lead to con- 
found the two characters, and, with a view to pre- 
vent this mistake, I feel myself obliged to anticipate, 
in some degree, what I have reserved as the second 
branch of my general subject. 

In all Christian countries, there are many infidels 
who find it convenient to keep in disguise, and to 
conform to the established religion. But the manner 
of this compliance manifests the principle from which 
it proceeds. It is a constant ascent up a rugged 
steep. Begun with reluctance, it advances with 
languor, and passes not the strictest limits which ex- 
ternal necessity prescribes. Similar is the conduct 
of the listless, and lukewarm believer in the gospel. 
The only difference is, that the infidel, conscious that 
he is acting a part, must experience the uneasiness 
which heaven-daring hypocrisy cannot fail to pro- 
duce, and will naturally desire to be relieved from 
his situation. He may, therefore, be induced to al- 
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low a fair hearing to truth, and at last, be led to ad- 
mit its impression. The /ukewarm believer feels no 
dissatisfaction with his state, and even secretly values 
himself on attaining all the ends of religion, at much 
less expense than others. Accordingly, this feature, 

in the character of indifference, is exhibited in strike 
ing colours, by the faithful and true witness, in his 
awful admonition to the lukewarm Laodiceans. 
They were, in their own imaginations, rich, and in- 
creased in goods, and had need of nothing; and they 
knew not..that they were wretched, and poor, and 
blind, and naked*. Although they professed to ad- 
here to that form.of sound wordst in which they had 
been instructed, they were not impressed with an 
adequate sense of the infinite importance of our ho- 
ly religion, either to themselves or to the rest of 
mankind. They considered, as unimportant, and 
therefore vendo to the cavils of an adversary, 
many points of doctrine of considerable moment in 
the Christian scheme. [rom views of expediency, 
they permitted the neglect of some of the positive 
institutions of our Saviour, and of his apostles. 
They persuaded themselves that they had complete- 
ly ascertained the scope of the gospel-revelation, and, 

forgetting that all its parts are equally stamped with 
the divine authority, and overstraining a maxim just, 

when properly applied, but easily perverted, and 
therefore dangerous in rash or corrupt hands, that 
the end supersedes the means, they pxetended to fix 
their attention on the former, and concluded they 
might, without guilt or detriment, overlook or omit 
the latter. This they considered as a proof of their 

superior sagacity and wisdom, and boasted they had 
risen above vulvar prejudices, had carried refine- 
ment to the highest pitch, reduced Christianity to 


* Rey. ii. 16. + 1 Tim. i. 13, 
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the most simple, rational, and consistent form, and 
could secure their salvation without a strict adher- 
ence to the doctrines, a: conscientious observance of 
the precepts and institutions, or a zealous activity 
for the propagation of the gospel. Under the delu- 
sive disguise of superiority ot understanding, of en- 
largement of mind, of liberality of sentiment, and of 
temper and moderation, their principles were enfee- 
bled, and their practice was corrupted. 

These are the principal characteristics of indiffer- 
ence or lukewarmness, as distinguished on the one 
hand, from a mild and moderate spirit, and, on the 
other, both from inveterate depravity of heart, and 
secret or avowed infidelity. From these it 1s easy 
to perceive that it can take no interest in the pro, 
pagation, progress, and flourishing state, 1 say not 
of the church, on account of the limited sense, in 
which that ‘term is often used, but of religion. No 
person will be anxious for,that as a benefit to others, 
from which he himself experiences but small advan- 
tages. ‘The indifferent person estimates Christianity 
at the lowest rate, and derives from it no substantial 
enjoyment. Its flourishing or fading condition, its 
revival or decay, the extension or contraction of its 
sphere, can, therefore, excite in his mind neither 
hope nor disappointment, neither satisfaction nor 
sorrow. He neither opposes, nor advances its in- 


_terests, but allows them to take the course which the 


world may be disposed to admit. He is a Christian, 
because this is the shortest method of settling reli- 
gious matters, or, perhaps, because ‘he chooses to be 
on the safe side. But, he gives himself no further 


concern, and it is not to be expected that, in behalf 


of others, he should be capable of greater exertions. 

We see, then, that indifference in religious mat- 
ters implies a speculative belief of Christianity,., des- 
titute of all power and energy over the affections 
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and conduct. It is founded ona very imperfect and 
circumscribed view of the Christian scheme, in its 
doctrines, its precepts, its promises, its threatenings, 
and its prospects; descries not its connexion with 
the present and everlasting happiness of mankind ; 
and has no comprehension of its tendencies, its ob- 
jects, and its results. It has only, as it were, a 
moonlight-glimpse of the gospel, and, consequently, 
is neither led by the light, nor is animated with the 
warmth, of its ‘shining day. In a word, it is the 
shadow without the substance, the image without 
the reality, the representation without the power, 
the meagre skeleton-like body, without the life, the 
soul, and the spirit of religion ! 








REVIEW. 


a ey: A 


A full iength Portrait of Calvinism. By an old- 
fashioned Churchman. The second edition, with 
additions and corrections. New-York, T. & J. 
Swords, 1809. -pp. 55. 12mo. 


(Continued from p. 496.) 


. Or the master,” (viz. Calvin,) says our author, 
p. 11. “ we have said enough; let us now hear 
what some of his scholars assert.” We follow him 
in our examination, having sufficiently vindicated 
the illustrious Reformer from his aspersions and 
mistakes. The reader, however, is apprised in sea- 
son, that neither Calvin, nor Calvinistic churches, are 
answerable for any sentiments which Zuinglius may 
have advanced. Our reasons for making this as- 
sertion are two. The first is, that Zuinglius flou- 
rished before Calvin, He withdrew from the com- 
Vol. 1V.—No. XI. 4H 
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munion of the church of Rome, A. D. 1519*. In 
1529, ten years afterward, Calvin was a member of, 
and preacher in the communion of the Church of 
Rome, then possessing a benefice in the cathe- 
dral church of Noyon, and the rectory of Pont 
L’Eveque, where he was born}. Zuinglius was slain, 

October 11, A. D. 1531. Calvin was born July 
10, A. D. 1509, and published his Jnstitutions in 
1536, not quite five years after Zuinglius’ death. 
In that same year, 1536, he settled in Geneva. 

How Zuinglius ean be considered as the scholar of 
Calvin, whose system of religion was not in exist- 
ence, when he died, we leave the Churchman to an- 
swer. He, no doubt, can make that true which is 
false, when ‘ the Church,’ as he views her, with her 
doctrines, as he considers them, not as she has avow- 
ed them in the $9 Articles, are at stake. The 
other reason we offer against our author's arrange- 
ment of Zuinglius among the scholars of Calvin, is 
this—that. Zuinglius rejected. the doctrine of the 
decrees which Calvin afterwards maintained, as also 
the doctrine of original sin, as maintained by Cal- 
vinistic divines. Moreover, he differed from Calvin 
on the subject of Church government, in some im- 
portant, but not essential pointsf. We would not 
have been so particular in our notice of this mistake 
in the ‘ old Churchman,’ had he not, in p. 14, call- 
ed Zuinglius ‘ one more of these gracious prophets,” 

viz. ‘ the scholars of Calvin ;’ and in the same page, 

immediately after quoting the Swiss Reformer, add- 
ed, ‘‘ Such, reader, are the horrid doctrines which 


* Mosh. Eccles. His. vol. 4. p. 372. Zuinglius himself 
says, he began to preach the Gospel, 1516. Milner’s Church 
History, vol. 5. p. 534. Lond. ed. 1810. 

+t Mackenzie’s life of Calvin, p. 29. and 43. 

{ Mosheim’s Eccles. Hist. vol. iv. p, 577, and 380, Mil 
ner’s Church Hist. vol. y. p. 525. 
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Calvinistic writers endeavour to impose upon the 
human mind.” 

So much for our author’s knowledge of Calvin’s 
scholars, and of Calvinistic writers. 

The first of those persons who are noticed as 
scholars of Calvin, are the Westminster divines. A 
quotation is introduced, p. 11, from the Ist section 
of the 3d chapter of the Confession of Faith which 
they drew up, not from their Catechism, as our 
author is pleased to say. This mistake of one plain 
English word for another, is not of such great im- 
portance as leaving out in the quotation, so much 
of the article quoted, as to alter its sense. Whe- 
ther we are just in this remark or not, the reader 
shall now see. ‘‘ The Westminster divines,” says 
our author, “ in their Catechism, (Confession,) de- 
clare that God did from all eternity, unchangeably 
ordain whatsoever comes to pass.” Consequent- 
ly, adds the Churchman, “ all the sins of all the 
men that have ever lived, or ever will live, and 
of all the devils in hell, were inevitable. And 
for these sins which they could no more prevent 
than they could prevent the revolution of the hea- 
venly bodies, they are punished with everlasting 
damnation.” We, however, who are not so clear- 
sighted, who cannot, even upon the Churchman’s 
word, confess that we see what is not to be seen— 
even we “ old fashioned Presbyterians,” who be- 
lieve nothing without sufficient evidence, call for 
proof. We, having examined the Westminster 
Confession of Faith with care, as we think, have 


‘embraced it ex animo, not as “ articles of peace,” 


but as our honest, real, and dispassionate summary 
of doctrines drawn from the Scriptures. Though 
we have read it more than once, we have found no- 
thing that looks like this language of our author. 
But this have we found, viz. ‘“‘ God from all eterni- 
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ty, did, by the most wise and holy counsel, of his own 
will, freely and unchangeably ordain whatsoever 
comes to pass. Yet so as thereby neither is God the 
author of sin: nor is violence offered to the will of 
the creatures, nor 1s the liberty or contingency of 
second causes taken away, but rather established.” 
As all this is plain English—as no man in his 
senses, with any knowledge of plain English, can 
mistake it, we are at a loss to conjecture the cause 
of this great and material disagreement between the 
doctrine of the Westminster divines as they have 
exhibited it, and as the ‘ old Churchman’ has exhi- 
bited it, if the whole be not the result of design. 
As he has been guilty of one anachronism in the 
case of Zuinglius, already noticed, we would be 
tempted, out of compassion to his heart, though at 
the expense of his head, to suppose he considered 
himself as preceding in the order of time the West- 
minster divines, and having been their master ; thus 
able to furnish a more correct statement of their 
opinions than they could; were we not prevented by 
his own declarations, that he abhors their doctrines. 
We must, therefore, call him, as Paul did Elymas, 
not indeed “ full of subtlety,” but ‘ full of mis- 
chief*. ” He breathes out “ threatenings and slaugh- 
ter” against Calvinism, but, devoid of wisdom and 
integrity in his attacks, he merely discovers his wish 
to injure, without being able to execute his wish. 
Secause he speaks “ evil of the things which he 
knows not, we say to him, the Lord rebuke theet.” 
Dr. Twisse is next introduced’ as a scholar of 
Calvin, and one whose sentiments are “ in unison 
with these reverend divines,” 1. e. of the Westmin- 
ster Assembly. Now onder he thought as they did, 
for he was one of them, and their Prolocutor. 


Acts xiii, 10. 


+t Jude 9, 10. 
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Though he died before the Confession of Faith was 


Sinished, yet he aided his brethren in drawing it up*. 


The quotations made by our author, are from his 
“ Vindicie.” This is a work of 796 pages, close 
printed, in two columns each page, from which 
three short extracts are given. The edition we 
have, is in folio, printed in Amsterdam, 1648. We 
know not what edition the Churchman consulted, 
or whether he ever saw the work. If he has seen 
it, he ought to, because he might, have furnished cor- 
rect references. Now there is none. The work 1s 
divided into three books ; each book into parts, and 
every part into sections. ‘The first reference is 
thus: “ Windicie, &c. b. iii. p. 19.” In our edition, 
already mentioned, book 3d commences with p. 
669. The second veferenée is thus: ‘* Pars. b. iii. 
p. 21.” The third: “ [bid. p. 10.” Now, as the 
part of book $d is not noted, we are at a loss where 
to find the passage: and the more so, because we 
find the paging incorrect. To be candid, after all 
our research we cannot find any of the extracts, as 
all the references are wrong. ‘This is rather wr- 
scholarlike in the Churchman, especially since he, 
with much apparent candour, invites his readers to 
‘search for themselves.” Alas! it is hard search- 
ing in an old musty folio for scraps of extracts, not 
two lines long, when the references are incorrect. 
Our disappointment, after the invitation, must be 
our apology for so minutely noticing the manner in 
which the references are made. ‘The quotations 
are evidently intended to show that the doctrines 
which Twisse maintained, made God the author of 
sin. Our author does not, however, deign to prove 
the validity of the charge, by refuting Twisse’s rea- 
soning. He does not even notice the manner in 


* Neal’s History of the Puritans, by Toulmin. Vol. IIT. 
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which Twisse himself repels the charge: for be it 
known to our readers, that Twisse most elaborately, 
and, as we judge, most triumphantly repels it, in 
his vindication of the doctrines called Calvinistic 
against Arminius, Bellarmine, and their compeers. 
If Twisse informs us, as our author says, p. 153. 
“‘ All things come to pass by the efficacious and ir- 
resistible will of God;” and ‘ it is impossible that 
any thing should be done but that to which God 
impels the will-of man ;” and God is the author of 
that action which is sinful, by his irresistible will ; 
we say, Twisse denies that sin comes to pass by 
the efficient will of God*. He maintains that God 
permits sin, whilst he produces goodt. Nay, more, 
he rejects the sentiment in so many words, that God 
is the author of sin, illustrating God's agency about 
sin, by the effect of the sun’s heat upon a mass of 
putrid matter. Though the offensive sinell pro- 
ceeding from such a mass is occasioned by the sun’s 
heat, yet is not the sun the author of the smelit, 
Moreover, he blames Zuinglius for saying, ‘‘ God 
made mana transgressor ;” maintaining, that though 
God gives the creature power to do an action, yet 
he does not produce the criminality of that actions. 
And, in another place says, ‘““We deny that God 
makes any one to sinj.” And in another place, 
“* We deny that God morally impels to an action 
which he forbids**.” “ Nay, we say, (such is his 
language, ) not only that all that which happens, hap- 
pens by his omnipotent and irresistible operation, 
but happens in that way which is suited to its na- 


* Vindiciz, p. 129, Ist and 2d column, c, dD, #. Also, p. 
331, 2d col. c. 
t Do. p. 47, first col. c, D, E, F. 
t Do. p. 335. first col. G, H. second, entire. 
§ Do. p. 337. first col. x. || Do. p. 355. 2d col. e. 
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ee Doi p. 51, 2d column, E. 











Review.— Portrait of Calvinism. 614 


ture ; viz. contingent things contingently, and ne- 
cessary things necessarily, &c*.” And, finally, “ The 
necessity arising from the operation or will of God, 
although irresistible, is not hostile, but friendly to 
the freedom of the willt.” 

These quotations will convince our readers of 
three things: 

1. That Twisse distinguishes between the effica- 
cious and efficient will, so that though sin happens. 
by the efficacious will of God, it does not by his 
efficient will, 1 e. he does not produce it. 

2. Though Tw'sse says sin happens by the irre- 
sistible will of God, he at the same time says, that 
this irresistible will, does not destroy the proper di- 
berty of man as a moral agent. 

3. Though Twisse says, that God produces the 
meehanical acts of a sinner, he is not chargeable 
with the evil of those acts. 

So much for the Churchman’s knowledge of 
Twisse’s opinions, and Ais honesty in exhibiting 
them. 

Next to Twisse, the Churchman quotes Pisca- 
tor. The works to which he refers, we have not, 
nor can we find, But we have his Commentaries 
on the New Testament, from which we give the fol- 
lowing extracts. 

In his notes on the Acts of the Apostles, obs. 4. 
ex. v. 23. chap. 2. he says, “The crimes of wicked 
men depend on the decree of God: because God 
hath decreed to permit Satan, that he should drive 
them to the commission of crimes. But, in the mean 
time, God remains holy, and they are inexcusable ; 
for God does not instill wickedness in them, nor do 
they regard the divine decree: but seek merely the 


* Vindiciz, p. 676, Ist column, H. 2d column, a. 
* Do. p. 337. 2d column, a. 
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which Twisse himself repels the charge: for be it 
known to our readers, that ‘T'wisse most elaborately, 
and, as we judge, most triumphantly repels it, in 
his vindication of the doctrines called Calvinistic 
against Arminius, Bellarmine, and their compeers. 
If Twisse informs us, as our author says, p. 1S. 
** All things come to pass by the efficacious and ir- 
resistible will of God;” and “ it is impossible that 
any thing should be done but that to which God 
impels the will of man ;” and God is the author of 
that action which is sinful, by his irresistible will ; 
we say, Iwisse denies that sin comes to pass by 
the efficient will of God". He maintains that God 
permits sin, whilst he produces goodt. Nay, more, 
he rejects the sentiment in so many words, that God 
is the author of sin, illustrating God's agency about 
sin, by the effect of the sun’s heat upon a mass of 
putrid matter. Though the offensive smell pro- 
ceeding from such a mass is occasioned by the sun’s 
heat, yet is not the sun the author of the smelit 
Moseover, he blames Zutglius for saying, “ God 
made mana transgressor ;” maintaining, that though 
Goa gives the creature power to do an action, yet 
1e does not produce the crimi: vality of that actions. 
poles in another place says, “ We deny that God 
makes any one to sinj.” And in another place, 
We deny that God morally impels to an action 
which he torbids**.” ‘“ Nay, we say, (such is his 
language.) not only that all that which happens, hap- 
pens by his omnipotent and irresistible gperation, 
but happens in that way which 1s suited to its na- 


* Vindiciz, p. 129, Ist and 2d column, c, pd, zx. Also, p 
S31, 2d col. c. 

t Do. p. 47 a st col. C, Be Ey F. 

t Do. p. 335. first col. G, H. second, entire. 

, Do. DP: 387. first col. || Do. p. 355. 2d col. c 
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ture ; viz. contingent things contingently, and ne- 
cessary things necessarily, Ker. And, finally, “ The 
necessity arising from the operation or will of God, 
althe ugh irresistible, is not hostile, but friendly to 
the freedom of the willf.” 

These quotations will convince our readers of 
ws things : 

That. ‘T'wisse distinguishes between the effica- 
clous and efficre nt will, so that though sin happens 
by the efficacious will of God, it does not by his 
: oegothe will, 1 e. he doesnot produce it. 

Though Tw'sse says sin happens by the irre- 
name will of God, he at the same time says, that 
this irresistible will, does not destroy the proper /i- 
herty of man as a moral agent. 

‘Lhough Twisse says, that God produces the 
meehanical acts of a sinner, he is not chargeable 
with the evil of those acts. 

So much for the Churchman’s knowledge of 
Twisse’s opinions, and fis honesty in exhibiting 
them. 

Next to Twisse, the Churchman quotes Pisca- 
‘or. The works to which he refers, we have not, 
nor can we find. But we have his Commentaries 
on the New Testament, from which we give the fol- 
lowing extracts. 

In his notes on the Acts of the Apostles, obs, 4 
ex. v. 25. chap. 2. he says, ‘‘’ The crimes of wicked 
men depend on the decree of God: because God 
hath decreed to permit Satan, that he should drive 
them to the commission of crimes. But, in the mean 
time, God remains holy, and they are inexcusable ; 
for God does not instill wickedness in them, nor do 
they regard the divine decree : but seek merely the 


* Vindiciz, p. 676, Ist column, x. 2d column, a. 
* Do. p. 337. 2d column, a. 
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gratification of their lusts, and that contrary to his 
express commands.” i 

On the Epistle of James, chap. 1. part 2. after 
giving the verses from the 13th to the 18th at length, 
he says, “he,” i. e. the Apostle, “ reproves the b/as- 
phemy of those who transfer the cause of their sins 
upon God, that they may thus excuse themselves. 
He teaches that God is not the cause of sin,” and 
explains the causes of sin. 

In obs. 7. ex. v. 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, of the causes 
of sin. “ God is not the cause or author of sin, i. €. 
of any sinful action as far as it is sinful, because he 
is immutably good and holy. But if he is the author 
of sin, he himself must be sinful, at least for a time ; 
and thus he would not be immutably g good and holy. 
If any object, that God is at once the author both of 
blessings and curses,. Deut. 28. also Is. 45. v. 7. 
‘1 form the light, and create darkness: I make 
peace, and create evil; therefore it might justly be 
concluded, that he is the author both of good and 
evil actions: the consequence is denied, because 
there is no similarity in the examples. For, because 
God is the author of blessings as well as curses, 
i. €. Of punishments as well as rewards, that de- 
tracts nothing from his immutable goodness and ho- 
liness: for he is the author of both, and yet immu- 
tably good and holy, and afterwards rewards piety 
with blessings, but ‘punishes sin with cursings. But 
he cannot be the author of bad actions, or sin, on 
account of his own excellent immutable goodness 
and holiness. Moreover, two causes of sin atter the 
fall are here noticed : the one, preceding or antece- 
dent, viz. the depraved lust of man; the other, sub- 
sequent or exciting cause, viz. the apparent pleasure 
Which adheres to sin: for this entices lust like food.’ 

These extracts show, that if Piscator has used 
such expressions as those quoted, p. 14, viz. “ God 
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made Adam and Eve for this purpose, that they 
might be tempted and led into sin; and by force 
of his decree it could not be otherwise but they 
must sin;” and, ‘“ we can do no more good than 
we do, nor less evil than we do, because God from 
eternity has decreed that both the good and the 
evil should be-done;” and, ‘‘God procures adulte- 
ry, cursings, and lyings’—(Which we more than 
doubt,) they are either, disjointed, or must be in- 
terpreted in connexion with his general views of the 
divine agency about sin, as already exhibited in our 
quotations. As to the term procuring, we agree with 
Twisse, who, in his Vindicire, book 2. part 1. page 
340. col. 2. adopts and defends the opinion of 
Vorstius, that ‘‘to commit sins through the procure- 
ment of God, is nothing else, than that sins are 
committed, God thus willing; namely, that they 
should be committed.” 

The work of Peter Martyr, to which our author 
refers, we have not; but we have his Loci Com- 
munes. From this we make but one extract, which 
we oppose to the Churchman’s quotation, referring 
at the bottom tothe edition and page. ‘ God him- 
self suggests such things as are in their nature 
good ; yet because they fall upon the minds of the 
wicked they are perverted to evil, and are made 
occasions of sinning*.” This remark he illustrates 
and defends with clearness and force, so as to show 
what his meaning is, if he has used the language 
quoted by our author, p. 14, viz. “ He, (God,) 
supplies wicked men with opportunities of sinning, 
and inclines their hearts thereto. He blinds, de- 
ceives, and seduces them. He, by his working on 
their hearts; bends and stirs them up to. do evil.” 
We cannot positively say this is a misquotation, 


* Edit. Heidelberge, A. D. 1603. p. 102. sec. 13. 
Vou. IV—No. XI, 4] 
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but we do not hesitate to say, that, as it stands, it’ is 


a misrepresentation, ‘and conveys to the teader an - 


opinion foreign from what Peter Martyr meant’ to 
convey. : 48 
(To be continued.) 


TEE re 





RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


FOREIGN. 





Report of the Directors to the London Missionary Society, 
May 9;1811. 


(Continued from page 548.) 


Poor Ananderayer, the converted Brahmin, was much af- 
fected ; and on being assured that the same care should be ta- 
ken of him by the surviving brethren, as by Mr. Des ‘Gran- 
ses, he burst into tears; and pressing the hands of his dying 
father, as he called him, to his lips, he kissed them, and said, 
«“ Will you pray to Jesus to give. us his blessing ?’’ Mr. Des 
Granges then closed his hands and prayed for him. The 
Brahmin then said, “ I will not go from this place, but will go 
on translating the Oldand New Testaments as long as God 
will give me power. In the place where you die, | will die, 
and will not leave this compound, (or garden,) to go any 
where else.” Many natives surrounded his bed, weeping, 
who wefe all constrained to say he was a good man, is re- 
mains were conveyed to the European burial place, in the 
town, attended by nearly all: the gentlemen in the settlement, 
and a vast number of the natives of every cast. The board- 
ers, charity boys, and servants followed, weeping, as a testi- 
mony of their affection. ‘The corpse was carried in a palan- 
qin, and his little Son Augustus, with Mr. Lee, followed in 
another. After the funerak service had been performed, a 
public and honourable testimony was given tothe excellence 
of Mr. Des Granges’ character, by a gentleman present. In- 
deed he wasa truly pious and devoted servant of Christ. His 
disposition was remarkably mild and gentle, and in his con- 
duct he was modest, upright, and exact. He. was anaffection- 
ote husband, and a tender father. As a friend, faithful and sin- 
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cere; studying to promote péaeé ; "as a Christian he followed 
the Lord fully. He was a man of prayer; ‘much acquainted 
with his own heart, and one that abhorred’sin in all its forms: 
As a Missionary, he determined not to know any thing ‘but 
Jesus Christ, and him crucified, while he insisted and depend- 
ed much on the influences of the Holy Spirit. His soul Jong’ 
ed for the conversion of the Heathen who surrounded him: 
In pursuit of this object he attained their language under 
great disadvantages, reasoned with their Brahmins, and col- 
lected together the villagers, speaking to them the ¢reat 
things of God: In the most indefatigable manner he labour- 
ed at the translation of the scriptures, and used his utmost 
exertions to disperse copies of them throughout the coutitry. 
During the months of May and June he laboured very hard, 
with much anxiety of mind, to finish the gospel of Luke, in 
order that he might send a copy of it to Bengal, against the 
meeting of the Corresponding Committee of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society. He just accomplished his desire 
in that respect, but was soon obliged for ever to abandon that 
‘good work, in which his ‘whole soul had'been most actively 
engaged. “He had also a strong’ desire to see a church of 
Christ formed in the’ Mission.’ In’this also he was ¢ratified: 
for just three months’ before his death’ he administered the 
Lord’s Supper in'English, for the first time, and in a man- 
ner pectiliarly impressive. “This was, alas ! the last public 
servicé‘in which he was ‘perniitted to engage. 

The affliction of this event was at the time much enhanced 


‘by the severe illness of brother ‘Gordon ; but subsequent ac- 


counts have been received of his returning health. “To com- 
ply with the request for more Missionaries, and to strength- 
en this promising station at Vizagapatam, the Directors 
have forwarded to India, by way of America, Messrs. Spratt 
and May, ‘and ‘by 'way of the Cape of Good Hope, Mr. 
Thompson, thé first of whom thé Directors had intended for 
the’ long projectéd Mission to Surat, and the latter for a 
Mission to the Greek Islands, which are now necessarily 
postponed for the present, though by no means’ entirely lost 
sight of. 
The Directors Tay calt the attention of the Saciety to 


BELLARY. Py 


Tris is a new station, which is occupied by_our brother 
Hands, who was originally intended for, Seringapatam, but as 
it appeared to our friends in India, that insurmountable ob- 
stacles presented themSelves at that time to his proceeding 
thither, he settled at Bellary, 'to‘which place he appeared’ ‘to 
bé providentially directed.. We are happy to hear from the 
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war in Travancore, particularly by a treacherous assault up- 
on the British troops, in which the Travancoreans were at 
length happily defeated, he had been detained a considerable 
tme, nearly inactive at Palamcotta. He, however, continued 
to carry on divine service in both languages, and to apply him- 
self to the study of the Tamoul. Peace having been at length 
restored, he had resumed his itinerant labours. He specifies 
six places as his principal stations, where he is assisted by 
native catechists. His journal contains an account of his 
having baptized between two and three hundred, and that 
there were many more. candidates for baptism. At some 
of these stations he had built and opened places of worship, 
and in others ground and timber had been purchased for the 
purpose. ! 

At Auticada, he writes, that on the 7th October, after 
preaching to a considerable number under a mango tree, he 
baptized an old man from Covilvilley of ninety-seven years of 
age, whom he called the Patriarch Jacob, who leaning on two 
of his sons, shed tears of joy for their conversion as well as 
his own, as they were baptized at the same time with himself. 
But a more interesting figure, if possible, in this groupe, was 
a schoolmaster crippled in both legs by a fall from a tree, 
who had been brought ten miles on men’s shoulders to hear 
the word. ‘ Since,’ said he,‘I lost the use of my legs, I 
have nothing but heaven in view.’ After preaching on the 
latter part of the second chapter of the first Epistle of Peter, 
adds our brother, “ I took occasion to exhort the’people to be 
obedient to their masters, and particularly to the magistrates, 
and to wave all views of temporal advantage by professing 
Christianity, and not to imagine they would be exempt from 
the’cross, or discharged from the obligation of their relative 
duties.” 


CEYLON. 


in our last annual report we noticed the lively interest which 
the deplorable condition of the native Cingalese had excited 
in the breasts of some benevolent persons filling situations of 
ereat respectability in the island. By the arrival.in.this coun- 
try of the Hon. Sir Alexander Johnston, Chief Justice of Cey- 
lon, the Directors have been favoured with an opportunity of 
conferring with him on this important subject. Impressed 
with a generous concern for the melioration of the condition 
of the natives, Sir Alexander Johnston was earnestly desir- 
ous of obtaining Christian teachers to superintend the schools 
4 which had formerly been established, and was of opinion that 
ifour Missionaries were directed to leave the coast towns, 
which are inhabited: chiefly by Europeans, and to reside more 
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in the interior among the natives, that the fostering hand of 
Government would not be withheld, but would, in all proba- 
bility, co-operate in forwarding the benevolent views of the So- 
ciety for the instruction of those whom Providence has piac- 
ed under'their care. As this gentleman‘was on the eve of 
returning to Ceylon, the Directors have written to their three 
Missionaries, Messrs. Palm, Erhardt, and Read, to this effect, 
and that they should embrace the opportunity which now of- 
fers of prosecuting the work of their Mission, by going to such 
parts of the interior as the Governor in Council may be pleas- 
ed to appoint; so that by a residence among the people, 
they may be able more speedily to acquire the language, that 
by the instruction, particularly of the children, in the pure 
principles of the doctrine of Christ, a foundation might be 


» 
laid for raising Christian churches, among the Cingalese. 


CHINA. 


By Mr. Morrison’s Journal it appears, that he continues to 
apply himself with the most commendable assiduity, and with 
considerable success, at Canton, and occasionally at Macao, 
to the study of the extremely difficult language of China. 
From the grammar and dictionary which he has with immense 
labour composed, the most valuable assistance will be deriv- 
ed by any Missionaries who may hereafter be sent to that 
empire, as well as by others of our countrymen, who, from 
their peculiar pursuits, may be induced to study the lan- 
guage. By Mr. Morrison’s superior facility in writing the 
character and conversing with the natives, he has already been 
enabled to render important services to the public, of which a 
suitable sense appears to be entertained, and which are like- 
ly to be advantageous towards the support of this expensive 
Mission. 

When we consider Mr. Morrison as the first Protestant 
Missionary to this vast country, and as the translator of the 
sacred Scriptures, the word of life and salvation, into the 
language of three hundred millions of souls, we cannot but 
entreat the prayers of the whole Society that the great Head 
of the Church may be pleased to prolong his valuable life, 
till he shall not only have completed the translation, but 
printed and circulated it through all the regions of that ex- 
tensive empire. 

As Mr. Morrison greatly needs, and earnestly desires a 
ceadjutor in his arduous work, the Directors are stili look- 
tng out with anxious hope for a devoted man of sufficient 
talents to.unite with him in the great undertaking—a mea- 
sure which, however expensive, appears to be nécessary for 
the relief of Mr. Morrison, and the stability of the Mission. 
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WEST-INDIES, ec. 


FROM the vast'regions of the East, we now turn our eyes 
to.the new world in the West, the discovery of which has 
had such an important influence on the affairs of Europe, 
and which has proved, in the hand of God, the means of ex- 
tending so widely the glorious Gospel of his Son. Evan- 
gelized as a portion of America is, multitudes of its inhabit- 
ants remain in the grossest darkness. Endeavours to en- 
lighten. the Indians in North America, appear to be the ap- 
propriate province of our Anglo-American brethren, who, 
in the United States, have zealously associated themselves 
in Missionary societies, and whose endeavours, we earnestly 
hope, will be crowned with the richest success, But it is to 
the poor Africans, in a state of slavery, that this Society has 
‘or several years past directed their principal attention, and, 
hlessed be God, not without success. In the detail of the 
proceedings we begin with 

(To be continued.) 
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SEVENTH REPORT 


OF THE 


British and Foreign Bible Society, 1811. 


Y our Committee have now to report to the Members of the British an? 
Foreign Bible Society, their proceedings during the seventh year of its insti- 
tution. Adopting the same course of arrangement which has been observed in 
former Reports, as best calculated to conneet the transactions of suceessive 
years, your Committee, under the general head of Foreign Connexions, will 
lirst advert to the information received from the continent of Europe. . 

Under this head, they have the satisfaction to report the completion of 
the Polish Bible. This event is announced in a letter from the Bible Socicty 
at Berlin, dated the 14th of last October. The notification is accompanied 
with the warmest thanks of the Berlin Society to the Parent Institution, for 
its very liberal contributions in aid of this sacred work, together with nine 
copies of the Polish Scriptures, as the first fruits of the laboyrs of that Socie- 
tyin the Polish vineyard. The whole expense of printing 8000 Polish Bibles, 
and 4000 extra copies of the New Testameut, amounted about to 16007. to 
which the British and Foreign Bible Society contributed 9602: and for this 
sum, the inhabitants of Poland have received a gift of inestimable value, 
which, in the present situation of affairs, they had no prospect ef obtaining by 
any other means. 

The Report of last year stated the recommendation of your Committee to 
the Bible Society at Berlin, to form a committee at Konigsberg, for the ex- 
press purpose of printing a Bible in the Lithuanian language, and the pro 
mise of assisting the execution of that work, by a donation of 8097, 
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The recommendation was readily adopted ; but the Konigsberg Committee, 

in despair of obtaining from a country impoverished by war, the additional 
funds required for printing a Lithuanian Bible, hesitated to enter on the im- 
mediate commencement of an undertaking which they saw no prospect of 
being able to complete. 
. Under these cireumstanees, they addressed your Committee; stating at 
the same time, that among the Lithuanian peasants there were numbers who 
earnestly sought the salvation of their souls. They therefore pathetically 
unbpleped the further assistance of the British and Foreign Bible Society. 

An appeal of this nature could not be resisted. It was, therefore, deter- 
rained to furnish the Konigsberg Committee with the further sem of 2000. 
The letter informing them of this additional grant, arrived at a most season- 
able period, and determined them immediately to proceed to the printing of 
3000-copies of the Lithuanian Bible. The desire of obt: aining it is so great, 
that no less than 1300 copies have already been subscribed for 

The correspondence of your Committee with the German Bible Socicty, 
at Basle, during the last year, is restricted to a single letter, dated in Octo- 
ber, 1810. After expressing the most grateful acknowledgments for the li- 
heral assistance of the British and Foreign Bible Society, it communicates 
the following interesting intelligence : 

That the subscriptions opened for the purpose of a gratuitous distribution 
of Bibles and Testaments, not only continue, but increase ; that hence the 
German Bible Society has been enabled to distribute, from yéar to year, 
many hundred Bibles and New Testaments; and that the French Bible, the 
printing of which was assisted by a grant of 300/. fromthe British and Fo- 
reign Bible Society, is almost finished. 

Your Committee have aeceommodated the German Bible Society with an 
additional donation of 2007. for the purpose of printing an Italian New Testa- 
ment. This measure was adopted in consequence of a desire expressed by 
that Society to convert the sum of 200/ originally voted for the Old Testa- 
ment in the Romanese dialect, to the purpose of printing an Italian New 
Testament, as more immediately wanted. Your Committee, anxious to se- 
eure the accomplishment of the latter of these objeets, without supersediag 
the former, resolved to furnish the additional grant of 200/. as above deserib- 
ed; and thas both works, it is hoped, will proceed without obstruction or 
delay. 

The Members of the Society will recollect the intimation expressed in the 
second and third Annual Reports, of an intention to promote an edition of the 
Seriptures in the languages of Esthonia and Livonia, part of the Russian do- 
minions. 

Your Committee most sincerely regret, that the execution of this design 
has been retarded by unavoidable impediments; as the state of the poor in 
those provinces, with respect to religious knowledge, and the means of ac- 
quring it, seems truly deplorable. 

Without detailing all the information which has been received on this sub- 
ject, it will be sufficient to state the following circumstances, on the authority 
of a correspondent aud native, well acquainted with the two provinces in 
question. 

The poverty of the lower classes is extreme ; many of the peasants are 
ignorant even of the existence of the Bible ; at all events, from its price and 
scarcity, itis unattainable by them ; not one family in a hundred possesses a 
copy; andthere are FOUR HUNDRED THOUSAND FAMILIES in Estho- 
nia and Livonia absolutely without a Bible. It appears also, that, for the last 
forty years, almost every individual in Esthonia and Livonia has been taught 
to read; and that there are many respectable and benevolent persons, both 
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among the clergy and laity, who are anxious for the religious improvement 
oftheir countrymen, and from whom an active co-operation may be ex- 
pected. 

Under. all these circumstances, your Committee have earnestly recom- 
mended the formation, (if practicable,) of a Livonian Bible Society. And 
deeply feeling the pressing wants of so many thousand poor in thore parts, 
they have determined immediately to transmit the sum of 600/. for the pur- 
pose of printing 10,000 Testaments in the Lettonian and Esthonian dialects. 

The liberal and well-timed assistance furnished to “ the Evangelical Socie- 
ty” at Stockholm, for the purpose of enabling them to print the Swedish 
Seriptures on standing types, has had the most beneficial influence all over 
the country, as will appear from the printed Report of that Society, which 
has been recently received. This Report, which ¢ontains highly interesting 
facts and observations, will be communicated in the Appendix. Suffice it, 
therefore, in this place to state, that the Stockholm Society proceeds with 
the greatest zeal and activity ; that it has already printed three editions of 
the Swedish Testament, to the amount of 10,600 copies; that a fourth edi- 
tion of the same isin the press; that the printing of 5,000 copies of the whole 
Swedish Bible is considerably advanced ; and that the demands for the Swed- 
ish Scriptures, from all quarters, are much greater than ean be satisfied, 
and are daily increasing. ° 

Your Committee, in their last Report, stated, that they had availed them- 
selves of the assistance of the Society above-mentioned, to print the New 
‘Testament in the language of Lapland; they have now the pleasure to an- 
nounce the progress of this work, and the prospect of an early completion of 
it. From the information of their correspondent, it appears, that half of it 
was finished in November last; and 4 hope was entertained, that the whole 
would be finished in time to allow of copies being forwarded te Lapland in the 
course of the spring. 

The printing of the Icelandic Bible, as noticed in the fourth Report, has 
been retarded by various unforeseen impediments : your Committee, however, 
have reason to believe, that these impediments have been, in a great mea- 
sure, removed ; and that this important work has either been:actually com- 
menced, or will be very speedily undertaken. 

The printing of the Turkish Testament at Karass, according to informa- 
tion, dated from Moscow, in August last, appears then to have advanced as 
far as to the end of the Acts of the Apostles. 

Your Committee will next solicit the attention of the Members of the So- 
ciety to the extensive operations carrying on in India, with a view to the cir- 
culation of the Holy Scriptures ; premising, that the information now detail- 
ed is derived from the half-yearly Reports of the Corresponding Committee 
fn Caleutta, and the letters annexed to them. 

It may be generally observed, that the various translations are all proceed- 
ing with great spirit and energy ; and that the accuracy of these versious is 
considered by the Calcutta Committee, a point of the first importance ; that 
a spirit of harmony prevails among the translators; and that, in the course of 
afew years, there will be editions of the Scriptures in various Oriental lan- 
guages. Among these, the Tamul, Malay, Sanscrit, Bengalee, Orissa, Seek, 
iiindoostanee, Mahratta, are already printed, or in the press. 

The Arabic, Persian, Telinga, Malayalim, Burman, Carnatica, and seve- 
val other dialects, to be hereafter enumerated, together with the Chinese, 
are preparing ; and the printing of some of them is begun. 

With a view to general and harmonious co-operation in the translation and 
publication of the Holy Scriptures, the Corresponding Committee at Caleutts 
have entercd into a regular and encouraging intereourse with the severa! 
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ministers and others engaged in this work, throughout the different stations 
in India. 

They have also adopted a measure, which appears exceedingly well caleu- 
jated to favilitate the great object of their labours, the establishment of a 
BisLioTHECA BiBxica, consisting of a Bible Repository, together with 
a Library for the use of translators, under the auspices of the British and Fo- 
reign Bible Society, and their own immediate superintendance. 

The Repository is intended to contain Bibles and Testaments for general 
accommodation, in all languages, both European and Asiatic, to be disposed 
ef by sale at moderate prices. The importance of such an institution, as it 
respects not only India, but other parts of the world, may be estimated by the 
consideration, that the port of Caleutta is the annual resort of multitades 
from all quarters, for the purposes of trade; of Arminian Greeks, from the 
Archipelago ; Arabians, Jews, Turks, and Malays ; ; “some of almost every 
nation under heaven.” To many of these, a copy of the Scriptures may 
prove an invaluable treasure, and by these means copies may be introduced 


into their respective countries. 


The Library is to consist of the original Scriptures, Lexicons, Grammars, 
Works on Biblical Criticism, and, in general, all such books as tend to facili- 
tate and perfect the labours of translators. 

Your Committee, impressed with a deep sense of the great utility of this 
Institution, in both its branches, have assisted its establishment, by procuring 
and consigning to the Corresponding Committee at Calcutta, editions of the 
Seriptures in various languages, for sale, as well as a copious supply of books 
for the sole use of the translators. The latter, (among which is a vaiuable 
copy of Walton’s Polyglott, presented by Thomas Hammersley, Esq.) of 
course, are not to be sold, but to be considered as the exclusive property of 
the British and Foreign Bible Society, and as merely lent for the purpose 
specified. 

The institution of the Bibliotheca Biblica has received very general en- 
couragement in India. Four thousand volumes of the Scriptures, or parts of 
them, have been collected in the following languages; English, Portuguese, 
Arabic, Persian, Hindoostanee, Sanscrit, Mahratta, Orissa, Bengalee, and 
Chinese ; and are now exposed to sale. A liberal subscription has been rais- 
ed for that branch of it which is intended for the use of translators; and it 
has made a still more impertant acquisition of useful and valuable books in 
presents from individuals. 

Your Committee have further the satisfaction to add, that the plan of the 
Bibliotheca Biblica, as far as regards the circulation of the Scriptures, hay- 
ing been communicated to the several Chaplains under the Presidency of 
Fort William, in Bengal, has received their unanimous approbation, and 
a promise of cordial co-operation on their parts. It appears also, that dona- 
tions have been received from the different military stations. 

Of the Tamul Translation it may be observed, that it was exccuted and 
revised by the most able scholars, and is entitled to the highest praise for the | 
correctness of its version, and the accuracy of its printing. The Telinga 
Translation is adyanced to the end of the firat Epistle to the Corinthi- 
ans; and although your Committee have to express their deep concern at the 
death of Mr. Besgranges, who inspected and reyised the labours of Anande- 
rayer, they have the satisfaction to add, that, previous to his death, he had 
procured two able assistants, by whom the work of revision will be continued. 

The Corresponding Committee in Calcutta, having learnt, that, among 
twelve thousand native Protestant Christians, belonging to the Tanjore Mis- 
sion, none, the native teachers excepted, possessed the Old Testament, and 
vot above one in two or three hundred the New, exerted themselves with 
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zeal to supply the deficiency. They had the satisfaction to léarn, that seve- 
ral copies of the Tamul Scriptures might be procured from the Tranquebar 
and Vepery Missionaries; but, asthe funds remaininig im their possession 
were inadequate to the purchase of them, an appeal was made te the public 
in Calcutta ; and the members of the Society will participate the gratifieation 
of their Committee, in being informed, that a sum exeeeding 10001. was rais- 
ed by subscription, on account of the British and Foreign Bible Society, for 
the purpose of distributing the Tamul Scriptures in Tanjore. 

The Corresponding Committee, in consequence, have been enabled to 
purchase 500 Old and 400 New Testaments, together with 300 copies of the 
Psalms in the Tamu)! dialect, being all that could be obtained. They have 
also purehased 150 New and 200 Old Testaments, in Portuguese, for the ac- 
eommodation both of Portuguese Protestants and Roman Catholic priests, 
and private Christians, many of whom are no longer averse to receive them. 

Your Cammittee camot omit stating, respecting the Tamul Seriptares, 
that the inquiries of the British and Foreign Bible Society, concerning an edi- 
tion of the Scriptures in that dialcet, first led to the knowledge of this want. 

In econdexion with. this part- of the subject, your Committee have fur- 
ther to add, that in eousequence of a representation that a supply of the Ta- 
rou! Seriptures could not be obtained in India, adequate to the demand. for 
therm, they have procuied and dispatched, on account of the Society, a 
printing press and a fountof Tamul types, with a considerable supply of pa- 
per, for printing the Scriptures in that dialect. 

Your Committee have also the satisfaction to lay before the Members of 
the Soeviety, a prospect of a still more ample diffusion of the Holy Seriptnres, 
iw various, eastern dialects which have not been enumerated, and in which 
they have never appeared. Dr. Leyden, whose extensive knowledge of these 
dialects is anrivailed, has submitted to the Corresponding Committee of Cal- 
cutta proposals for procuring versions in the following languages: the Sia+ 
mese, Maeassar, Bugis, Afghan, Rakheng, Maldivian, and Jagatai ; compre- 
hending the colloquial dialeets im use, from the eastern boundary of Bengal 
to the Islands of Borneoand Celebes, inclusive. The expense of translating 
the four Gospels into each of these dialeets, is estimated at about 800 rupees ; 
and the-Corresponding Committee, anxious to take advantage of Dr. Ley- 
den’s proposal, expressed their-approbation of it, and agreed to pay the sum 
of 200 rupees on receiving a copy of each Gospel in any of the dialects enu- 
merated. This engagement has been fulfilled with respect to four of the 
proposed versions ; that of the Gospel of St. Matthew having been completed 
in the Pushto or Afghan dialect, and the Maldivian, exeepting the two last 
chapters, together with versions of the Gospel of St. Mark, in the Bugis and 
Macassar. . 

As a very considerable part of the expense attending the printing of the 
Holy Seriptures in India, arises from the excessive dearness of paper there + 
your Committee have therefore judged it expedient to provide against any 
unnecessary expenditure in this article, by sending very large’supplies of pa- 
per to those parts of India where it will be required. A consjderable quanti- 
ty has been consigned to Bombay, for printing the New Testament im "the 
Malayalim language at thatsettlement. This work is considerably advanced, ' 
(a printed copy of the Gospel of St. Matthew having been laid before your 
Commaittee,) and the completion of itis anxiously expected by the members 
of the ancient Syrian chareh. 

It may be mentioned asa singular and not uninteresting circumstance, that 
a native of India, and a Hindoo, bas subseribed 100 rapecs to the funds of the 
Society, and has addressed a letter to your Committee, aequainting them 
with: it. 
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‘our Committee, having thus detailed the proceedings now earrying on in 
India, for promoting the diffusion of the Seriptures, have only further to 
add, that they have considered it their duty to aid them by pecuniary sup- 
plies, commensurate to their extent and importance. They have accor ling- 
by, in addition to the 50001. granted for the disbursements of the precedi: ig 
five years in translating and printing the Scriptures in India, voted 2U00/. arr- 
nually, for the three suceessive years. 

Your Committee cannot conclude their report respecting India, without ob. 
serving, that in all the proceedings of the Corresponding Committee at Cal- 
eutta, the fundamental principle of the Society, to circulate the Holy Serip- 
tures exclusively, without note or comment, has been distinetly recoguised. 
In strict conformity to this prineipic, the Corresponding Committee have ex- 
eluded from admission into the Bibliotheca Biblica, Bibles with comments, 
for sale; nor will they allow religious books or tracts of any kind to be sold, 
excepting the Reports of the British and Foreign Bible Society. 

It remains only to notice under this head, that the Hon. Sir Alexander 
Johnson, Chief Justice of Ceylon, who is returning to that station, has oblig- 
ingly undertaken the charge of a large supply of English, Dutch, and Portu- 
guese Bibles and Testaments for the use of that Island, together with a sup- 
ply of paper for the purpose of printing 1000 copies of the New Testament in 
the Cingalese language. 

Your Committee will next advert to America; and they are happy to ob; 
serve, that the zeal excited in that country, for the diffusion of the Holy 
Seriptures, continues to‘operate with increasing energy and activity. Ten 
new Bible Societies, in addition to the six mentioned in your Committee’s last 
Report, have been established within the United States: The specification of 
the whole is as follows : 

Philadelphia, t ; New-York, New-York Bible Society, New-York Bible 
and Common Prayer-Book Society, Albany Bible Society, 3; Wew-Hamp- 
shire, 1; Massachusetts, Boston, Salem, Merimack, 3; Connecticut, 1; 
New-Fersey,1; Baltimore, 1; South Carolina, Charleston, Beaufort, 2; 
Savannah, 1; Kentucky, 1; Maine, 1. All these associations may be con- 
sidered as emanations fromthe British and Foreign Bible Society : of which 
the* greater number have been assisted from its funds; and the remainder 
will receive proportionable aid, as soon as they shall have been regularly 
brought under the cognizance of the Committee. ft must be gratifyi: ig to 
the Members of the fustitation to see such an ample recognition of its princi- 
ples on the new Continent: and to contemplate the beneficial effects which 
may be expected from the aggregate zeal and efforts of so many Societies di- 
reeted to one object—the circulation of the Bible. 

To the above intelligence, it may be added, that a Bible Society having 
been formed, on the recommendation of your Committee, at Truro, for the 
eastern part of Nova-Scotia, your Committee, desirous of encour aging the 
efforts of its Members for promoting the circulation of the Holy Scriptures, : 
have presented them with 250 Bibles, and 1000 New Testaments. 

Your Committee will now proceed to report briefly, the most material oe- 
eurrences of the last year, within the United Kingdom, i in connexion with the - 
British and Foreign Bible Society. 

The editions of the New Testament in Modern Greek, with the Ancient 
in parallel columns; in Irish; andin Manks; mentioned in the last Report 
as then in progress, have all been printed, and are now in circulation. 

The Right Rev, the Bishop of Sodor and Man, having recommended to his 
Clergy ‘to ascertain the want of the Seriptures in their réspective’ parishes, 
and retarns having been made in compliance with that recommendation, 1326 - 
copies of the Manks Testament, together with some English Bibies and Tex- 
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taments, charged at reduced prices, have been sent to the Bishop, for the ac- 

commodation of the inhabitants of the Island. 

i A large supply of the Modern Greek Testaments has been sent tothe Me- z 
; diterranean, and of the Irish Testaments to Ireland. The price of the latter 


' has been fixed at a rate particularly low, with a view to encourage the great- 3 
iif er cireulation. s 
Your Gommittee have the pleasure to report, that a stereotype edition of ea 
the French Bible is nearly completed ; a similar edition of the Italian Tes- y 
tament is in progress; a large impression of the Dutch Bible is also in the Ve 
press ; and that the printing of 5000 German Testaments has advanced to the ef 
Acts of the Apostles. ‘a 
Your Committee, excited by a representation transmitted to them from the ‘< 
Edinburgh Bible Society, and encouraged by the intelligence recently detail- 1 
ed to them by Mr. Salte, have concluded to print an Ethiopie version of the me 
Book of Psalms, for the use of the natives of Abyssinia; and they are endea- a 
vouring to procure a version of one of the Gospels in that language, with a = 
view to the same object. an 
As nothing can prove more decisively the interest excited in the country ‘os 
fer the diffusion of the Scriptures, and the approbafion with which your In- | 


stitution is regarded with 9 view to that object, than the increase of Auxiliary 
Societies, your Committee have great satisfaction in reporting the following 
addition to their number since the enumeration given at the last General 
Meeting. 

1. “ The Swansea Auxiliary Bible Society.” The Rt. Rev. the Lord 
Bishop of St. David's, President. 

2. * The Uttoxeter Bible Society.” A. Rhudde, Esq. President. . . 

3. “ The Bible Society of Bishop Wearmouth, Sunderland, Monk Wear, 
mouth, and their vicinity.” The Rev. Dr. Grey, President. 

4. * The Auxiliary Bible Society of Neath, and its vicinity.” The Right 
. I ie Lord Vernon, President. 
hat 5. * The West Lothian Bible Society.” The Rev. John Brown, President. 
| } 6. “ The Rotherham Auxiliary Bible Society.” 

7. * The Auxiliary Bible Society of Uxbridge, and the neighbourhood.” 
The Rt. Hon. Lord Gambier, President. At the formation, and the first 
} anniversary of this Society, your Secretaries attended by special invitation ; 
and witnessed a degree of harmony and zeal on both those occasions, which 
promise to render this Society an efficient instrument of local usefulness, as 
well as general support to the Parent Institution. 

8. * Cornwall Auxiliary Bible Society.” The Rt. Hon. Lord Viscount 
Falmouth, President. 

9. “ Weymouth Auxiliary Bible Society.” The Rt. Hon. Sir James 
a Pulteney, Bart. M. P. President. 
\ 10. “ The Liverpool Auxiliary Bible Society.” The Rt. Hon. the Earl of 
7 Derby, President. 

| 11. “ Auxiliary Bible Society at Huddersfield.” 

| 12. “* The Montrose Bible Society.” Andrew Thom, Esq. Provost of 


oe 


Montrose, President. 
13. Dumfries-shire Bible Society.” His Grace the Duke of Buccleugh, 
President. 
. 14. * Baccup Auxiliary Bible Society.” 


15. “* Knutsford Auxiliary Bible Society.” 
16. *‘ Bury Auxiliary Bible Society.” 
i + 17. “ hide sine. Auxiliary Bible Society.’ The Rev. R. A Rawstoac, 
Rector, President*. 

* The 14th, 15th, 16th, and 17th, as Branch Societies, transmit the? 
funds through the Manchester and Salford Auxiliary Society. 
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It now becomes the pleasing duty of your Committee to report, that your 
Secretaries, actuated by that zeal for the Society’s interests which they have 
manifested on every occasion, accepted an invitation from the Mayor and 
Rectors of Liverpool, to assist personally, in forming an Auxiliary Bible So- 
eiety in that populous and opulent town. The event of their attendance and 
exertions was such, as from the nature of the cause, their well-known qualifi- 
eations for conducting it, and the predisposition manifested in its favour by 
the principal inhabitants of Liverpool, might reasonably have been anticipat- 
ed. Under the auspices of the Mayor, the Clergy, the Dissenting Ministers, 
and some of the most respeetable characters among the Laity, an Auxiliary 
Bible Society was formed on the 25th of March: and the zeal and harmony 
which characterized its formation, afford a pledge of its becoming a powerful 
Auxiliary, both in strengthening the funds and promoting the operations of 
the Parent Institution. 

In connexion with this object, and in compliance with the most earnest and 
respectful application, your Secretaries attended the first anniversary of the 
Manchester and Salford Auxiliary Bible Society ; and special publie meetings 
of the friends and supporters of the Parent Institution, both at Birmingham 
and Sheffield. How highly their services were appreciated in each of these 
places, your Committee have been enabled to judge, as well from details offi- 
cially transmitted, as from Reports in the provincial papers to which they have 
been referred : and your Committee are only restrained by a feeling of delica- 
cy towards officers so nearly identified with themselves, from expressing, with 
more explicitness and detail, the sense they entertain of the value of these 
services to the local and general interests of the Society. 

It should not be passed over in silence, that the treatment experienced by 
the Secretaries on visiting the places above enumerated, corresponded with 
the respectful terms in whiclr their attendance had been invited, and with 
the character of that body which they had the honour to represent. 

It would also be injustice to the Auxiliary Societies formerly reported, and 
to the cause in which they are united and identified with the Parent Institu- 
tion, not to mention, with the commendation which it deserves, the activity of 
operation by which they have been generally characterized, and by which 
some among them have been peculiarly distinguished, in the course of the pre- 
sent year. As the particulars of each case will appear in the Appendix, ex- 
tracted from their several Annual Reports, as presented to your Committee, 
it may be sufficient in this plaee to observe—that in raising Funds, organizing 
Branch Societies, and distributing to the ignorant and necessitous the Words 
of Eternal Life, while Bristol and Manchester have been distinguished by 
extraordinary exertious, the different Auxiliary Societies have, in their se- 
veral degrees, and in proportion to their respective means and circumstances, 
established new claims to gratitude and affection from every individual mem- 
ber of the Aggregate Association. 

Your Committee, on this division of their Report, have only further to re- 
mark, that, finding it requisite to establish some general principles, for sup- 
plying Auxiliary Societies with Bibles and Testaments, and being desirous of 
holding out to such Societies the greatest possible encouragement to ascertain 
the want of the Holy Scriptures in their respective districts, and to supply it 
at their discretion, have accordingly arranged a plan for these purposes, the 

particulars of which will be inserted in the Appendix. 

Your Committee have the satisfaction to state, that the regulations contain- 
ed inthat plan have been already approved and adopted by many Auxiliary 
Bible Societies ; and they take this public opportunity of earnestly recom- 
mening them to the attention of such other Auxiliary Bible Societies through- 
out the country, a3 have not yet become acquainted with them. 
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The distribution of the Scriptures is the next subject for report, in the or- 
der of arrangement. Under this head your Committee include, as usual, 
not only Donations, but supplies of the Bible and Testament, by the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, to other associations and individuals at the cost, 
or reduced prices, and principally for the accommodation of the poorer classes 
and individuals. 

Copies of the Scriptures, either in whole or in part, and in various langua- 
ges, exclusively of those mentioned in the former part of the Report, have 
been sent abroad, as follows : 

IN AMERICA. 

To St. Mary’s Fall, Upper Canada ; to New-York, for distribution by the 
Bible and Common Prayer Book Society, under the patronage of Bishop 
Moore; to 2 Welch Colony, at Grantham Lincoln, in Upper Canada; to 
Quebee, Nova Scotia, and Labrador; to the West-Indies and Newfound- 
land. P 

IN AFRICA. 

To Sierra Leone, and Bashia on the Rio Pongas; to the Cape of Good 
Hope, for the British soldiers and poor inhabitants, and for various parts of 
Southern Africa ; to Senegal and Goree, for the use of the inhabitants and 
garrison. : 

IN EUROPE. 

To Walbach, in Alsace ; to Germany, for distribution among Roman Ca- 
tholies ; to Lisbon ; to Messina and Palermo, in Sicily ; to Malta; to Gurn- 
sey and Alderney ; to the Morea—and to the Island of Ceylon, im the East- 
fundies; and to Port Jackson, in New South Wales. 

AT HOME. 

To the Female Penitentiary at Plymouth ; to the London Female Peniten- 
tiary ;.to. the prisoners of war at the severAl Depots, and particularly to 
those who have returned to France in the Cartels, in order that they 
might convey them to their respective families and connéxions; to poor 
Banes; to Falmouth, for the crews of the post-office packets ; to the poor 
miners in Cornwall ; to the poor in Hospitals at Bath; to the poor in work- 
houses and parishes connected with the Uxbridge Auxiliary Society ; to the 
Kendal Bible Society, for the poor, and school of industry ; to the Bishop- 
Wearmouth and Sunderland Bible Society, in consideration of the peculiar 
circumstances of that district; to the Hibernian Societies in London and 
Dublin ; to poor Germans at Hull; to sundry workhouses and gaols ; to va- 
rjous military and naval stations, for sale at reduced prices, to the soldiers and 
sailors. 

(To be concluded in our next.) 





INSTALLATICNS. 


Tue Rev. WiLL1AM BoarRDMAN was installed, October 22d, 1811, to 
the pastoral charge of the Presbyterian Church at Newtown. Dr. Miller 
preached the Sermon, from 1 Tim. iii. 1. Mr. Faitoute presided, and gave 
the charge to the Pastor, and Dr. Romeyn gave the exhortatidn to the people. 

The Rev. MatrTHew LArvE PERRINE, was installed fo the pastoral 
charge of the Presbyterian Church in Spring-street, New-York, on the 3ist 
Oct. Dr. Milledoler preached the Sermon from John ii.17.. Dr. Romeyn 
presided and gave the charge to the Pastor, and Dr, Miller gave the exhor- 
tation to the people. 

— a 
Literary Norice.—Proposals are issued for publishing anew Work, 
to be entitled, “ Collection of Americin Epitaphs, and Inseriptions, with 
cccasional Notes,” by the Rev. Timothy Alden, A. 47.5. H. &e? of Newark, 


~- 


New-Jersey,. 











